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School Valentine Cards
Some of the children at school have been studying the passage from Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians about love. (I Corinthians 13) They were encouraged to
make cards for people (or pets) they loved and have now been set the
challenge of replacing the word ‘love’ in the verse with their own name - you
might like to have a go too.

Love is patient and kind. It
does not envy, it does not
boast it is not proud. It does
not dishonour others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of
wrong. Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.
Love never fails.

Rector’s Letter
Since arriving in the parish I have at times been asked ’what’s your
plan?’ And on most occasions, I have answered, ‘I don’t think I
really have one.’ I have lots of questions and many thoughts and
ideas, but nothing as neat and tidy as a plan.
There’s a quote about vision, strategy and planning which says,
‘always start at the end before you begin’ and, perhaps that is the
stage my planning is at. What might the end of any plan we make
for the church in this place look like? This led me to wonder, what does church
means to people? What do people think about when church comes to mind?
What do they imagine the church is? What has their experience led them to
understand church to be?
So, I asked sixty people, some who would consider themselves churchgoers and
others not, ‘What does church mean to you?’
The answers were fascinating and diverse and reminded me of a television game
show called Pointless. In this show contestants seek to find the correct answers
given by as few of the survey subjects as possible. "Pointless" answers, given by
nobody, score zero points, the best score. It is easy for contestants to find
answers which many people gave but often impossible to think of a correct
answer given by nobody else.
So, If I ask you what church means to you, I wonder what answer you would
come up with? Take a moment to think about it, even write your answer down.
In my survey, the top five answers, the definitely not pointless answers were:
COMMUNITY, FRIENDSHIP, WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP and LOVE.
These were closely followed by, gathering, prayer, support, comfort, refuge,
learning and family.
What pleased and, if I am honest, surprised me was that no one said church was
a building. Several talked about a sacred, quiet, and peaceful space where they
would find support, refreshment and recalibration, but none mentioned bricks and
mortar.
As we start to emerge from the effects of the pandemic, we are at something of
a threshold. Things will never be the same again, the church will not be the same
again and some fear for its future. But I suspect they are thinking about that truly
pointless answer - that the church is nothing more than a building.
When the doors closed during the very first lockdown the church did not stop or
cease to be. One of the unexpected benefits of being instructed to lock the doors
was that we were challenged to ask ourselves how we are church when we are
not able to use the buildings as we used to. Naturally, we long to be able to gather
in large numbers again, to worship and celebrate, to lament and to give thanks,
but as we begin to open up and more and people feel more confident to come
through the doors what do we hope they will encounter? How do we want church

to be? How will we live out our inclusive church commitment? How will we
develop our care of creation? How will we help people encounter and worship a
God whose own values and vision for the world are reflected in those top
answers?
Whatever vision, strategy or planning we undertake, if we start at the end, with a
desire to be people and places of friendship and love, places where we encounter
and worship a God of love then we can be confident that this is surely not a
pointless plan. As your rector and parish priest, I look forward to meeting more
of you and together seeking the answers to the many questions which just might
lead to us having a plan!
Alex

ST. BRIDGET’S MOTHERS’ UNION
This year, Mothering Sunday on 14th March is the seventh day after International
Women’s Day on 8th March. Join us in seven days of prayer, reflection and
action. Although apart, we can come together in prayer and empower women all
around the world.
Each year Mothering Sunday gives us the opportunity to thank God for the
women who have had the greatest impact on our lives, and to celebrate
motherhood for the unconditional love and great sacrifice it can mean. Please
remember at this time members of our group who are no longer with us especially
Joan Woolley and Miriam Wainwright who have both died in the last year.
Good news is that Ruth Briscoe is recovering from her stroke and hopes to be
home soon. Do keep in touch with her if you can. Thank you to all those who
have sent cards to her in hospital: they were much appreciated.
Carole Steel, Secretary

Traidcraft at Easter
Although I still cannot hold Traidcraft stalls, I can still get goods
and deliver them to you. For Easter I have a selection of Easter
cards, and also eggs made from fairly-traded chocolate. The
Real Easter Eggs come as individual Milk or Dark chocolate or
as a set of six fun size Milk chocolate eggs. Each comes with
a booklet telling the real story of Easter.
Divine eggs come in thee forms –
• Small eggs in Dark Raspberry, Dark Hazelnut Truffle or Milk with Orange;
• Larger eggs with mini eggs – Milk with Praline eggs or Dark with Dark
eggs;
• Packs of Mini eggs – Milk, Dark or Speckled eggs.
If you are interested in any of these then please contact me on 678 6201
or smithjmdj@btinternet.com
Thank you,
Margaret Smith
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Curate's Letter
In March on the fourth Sunday of Lent we
celebrate Mothering Sunday, which is a
festival that goes back into antiquity. After
Constantine converted to Christianity, the
Roman Empire began to celebrate Mothering
Sunday as a Christian Festival, honouring the
Blessed Virgin Mary and Mother Church.
During the sixteenth century, domestic
servants were given the day off so that they
could go home and see their mothers. Often it
was the only day of the year when families
could get together.
By the early twentieth century, Mothering
Sunday was not celebrated widely in the
United Kingdom, but it was revived by
American soldiers who came to Europe to
fight during the Second World War. The
troops celebrated the festival on the 2nd Sunday in Lent, but when it became
more widely used it was assigned to the 4th Sunday in Lent where the focus of
readings is on the life, work and witness of the Blessed Virgin.
Coming as it does during Lent, it is appropriate to link Mothering Sunday to the
Crucifixion, two related themes being brought together: the pain of motherhood
and the pain of crucifixion. Mary knew what it was like to suffer. Mary suffered
when she gave birth in a filthy stable, far from home, and suffered when she
heard that Herod wanted to kill her baby. Mary suffered when she was forced to
become a refugee in Egypt and Mary suffered as she watched a whole nation
misunderstand and taunt her son and most profoundly at the foot of the Cross.
Mary watches her son being crucified for a crime he did not commit. We cannot
even begin to imagine the pain in her heart and how her soul was being torn
apart that day.
As parents, we experience anguish over our children many times throughout
our lives and we also suffer more generally: illness (not least the current
scourge which is has affected so many); the effects of violence and in many
parts of the world hunger and warfare. Mary is an important figure of
compassion and solidarity as one who identifies with human pain and suffering.
As Mary considers her son, so on the cross Jesus in turn thinks of his mother.
He knows how much she is suffering, watching her in pain. Jesus knew his
mother’s agony and he was aware that after his own death there would be no
one to care for her. As a first born son, Mary’s welfare is his concern and so
Jesus speaks to his mother and, seeing his mother and the disciple he loved
says to his mother, ‘He is your son’. Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your

mother’. Even in his dying moments, Jesus’ concern is for the future well-being
of his family.
In the Old Testament if a person suffered as Mary suffered, the assumption was
that they deserved it for something they had done. But in the New Testament
Jesus emphasises that this in an incorrect assumption, because when we suffer
God suffers too. Jesus was asked by the disciples when the Tower of Siloam
collapsed whether the eighteen who died were more sinful than other people
living in Jerusalem. He told them no. Again when the disciples asked whether a
blind man had sinned or his parents he told them no. Although we can never
know really why the innocent suffer, we do know that God shares our travails
just as he shared the suffering of Mary when Jesus died on the cross. Indeed
God himself suffered as any good parent would suffer for Jesus his son.
So on Mothering Sunday we remember motherhood, we remember Mary as
someone who shares our pain, but we also recall that God himself shared her
suffering, that of Jesus and, indeed, all who suffer.
With regards this Lent,
David

Wise words for Lent?
These words of wisdom from Rowan Williams
give us much to chew over this Lent.
We act as if we had to impress God, as if we
had to have something in our spiritual
‘repertoire’ that would guarantee that he take
us seriously – so we try to build up a
professional arsenal of spiritual riches that will
secure our place with him.
But we need to see that our utter inability to
acquire a satisfactory and impressive spiritual
life is the best possible news, because then we
can simply put ourselves in his hands, trusting
in his love. When we are empty of our fantasies about goodness or holiness or
integration or however we phrase it, we can just allow God to be who he is, the
one who wants to live in us and pray in us, so that we – silenced and humbled
by his generosity – can come to life again, without anxiety, without arrogance,
without despair.
This does not mean life becomes easy. But it does mean that our dry and dull
inner life, that sense of getting nowhere, can be acknowledged without panic
because the focus is God’s action, not ours. Ultimately to be a disciple is to let
God in Jesus Christ be who he is, free from our fuss and fear or hopes for
impressive personal holiness. Jesus is our holiness and all we can do is let him
live in us.
Ray Samuels

TREVOR KELLY
ANTIQUE CLOCK, BAROMETER
RESTORATION & REPAIR
SPECIALIST
QUALITY ANTIQUES BOUGHT & SOLD
REPAIRED & RESTORED
VALUATION FOR INSURANCE & PROBATE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
76 BANKS ROAD, WEST KIRBY CH48 0RE
TEL: 0151 625 7992
MOBILE: 0783 1852776

GORDON HATTON & CO.
Drainage Consultants
Est 1965
Blocked drains cleared and repaired
CCTV Surveys: Water Jetting
Drain Reports: Root cutting
Septic Tanks: Drain Location
Drain Replacement / Relining/
Biodegradable cleaning/treatment products
Dock Road South, Bromborough,
Wirral, CH62 4SR
0151 336 2287 / 07831207494
drainswirral.com

SIMON BARNES
www.simonbarnescarpets.co.uk
CARPETS & FLOORING

Est 1982

0151 625 8499
SHOWROOM:
15-15a Westbourne Rd
West Kirby CH48 4DG
Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs,
Woods, Laminate,
Karndean
Samples to take home
Mon
9.30 – 5.00
Tue
9.30 – 5.00
Wed
9.30 – 5.00
Thu
9.30 – 5.00
Fri
9.30 – 5.00
Sat
9.30 – 1.00

Mrs Julie Brennan
D. Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HPC Reg.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Now practising at:
Osteopathy and Natural Health Clinic
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby
Tel: 0151-625-1116

To
Advertise in this
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Contact
Syd Ford
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Inclusive Church - so what?
We are an inclusive church, registered with
https://www.inclusive-church.org/ This article from
Inclusive Church reminds us of what that should mean.
Inclusive church involves considering who might want to
be part of church life but feels unable to. It may be
something physical such as access or not being able to
follow the service easily. It may be because someone is struggling financially and
feels embarrassed about not being able to contribute. There can be a host of
reasons why people may feel unwelcome in a church and often Christians are as
insensitive, prejudiced and judgemental as anyone else, and can end up
excluding people from a place where they should feel welcome and safe.
As Inclusive Church we work hard to ensure that we actively welcome everyone,
regardless of ability, income, ethnicity, gender, mental health, sexuality or
learning styles.
DISABILITY: Many disabled people face barriers to getting in and joining in
churches and communities. How can we unlock gates and open gifts? How can
we change the church - where we are, with what we have?
ETHNICITY: Inclusive Church seeks to raise awareness of the need to create a
church where those from different ethnic backgrounds are not just included, but
listened to, and where those who are marginalised are placed at the centre.
GENDER: The Church has long been seen as a patriarchal institution which has
reinforced beliefs about inequality between gendered roles, discrimination
against women, and rigid heteronormative stereotypes. We seek to educate
across a range of gender-based issues within the church.
MENTAL HEALTH: Inclusive Church has worked at raising awareness of the
topic of mental health for a number of years, recognising that it is a key feature
that affects people within church life. It is estimated that one in four people live
with mental health conditions. This means that within our churches and
communities, we have a significant number of people for whom this is an issue within congregations and the clergy.
POVERTY: Churches can be places offering a huge amount of service and
support to those who live with a lack of economic power. At the same time, some
living in poverty often experience exclusion from faith communities.
SEXUALITY: LGBTI people have made a major contribution to the life of the
church through the ages, and in recent decades have become more visible. In
many countries, including the UK, there has been growing acceptance of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBT&I) people, and awareness of the
damage done by prejudice and discrimination.
At Inclusive Church we are very aware of intersectionality. People struggling with
societal prejudice around poverty, disability, sexuality, gender, and ethnicity may
also be more likely to have a mental health condition.
We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates and affirms every
person and does not discriminate.

March Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

As restrictions are lifted, our patterns of worship may change. Please
contact us as detailed below for the most up to date information.
Our regular pattern of services on Sundays is shown below.
For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk),
A Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)
Tuesday 2nd March
Thursday 4th March

7am
11am

Sunday 7th March

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Tuesday 9th March
Thursday 11th March

7am
11am

Sunday 14th March

MOTHERING SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am All Together Worship on Zoom

Tuesday 16th March
Thursday 18th March

7am
11am

Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)

Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)

Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)

Sunday 21st March
8am
10am
10am
10am

PASSION SUNDAY
Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)
Zoom service of Holy Communion

Tuesday 23rd March
Thursday 25th March

7am
11am

Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)

Sunday 28th March

PALM SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
With liturgy of the palms
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Tuesday 30th March

7am

Holy Communion (St Bridget)

Daily Bible Readings for March
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

1 John 2.1-8
2 Peter 2.1-10a
Luke 21.34-22.6
Mark 11.15-19
1 Peter 1.1-9
Acts 7.44-50

15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

1 Corinthians 15.20-34
Acts 13.26-35
1 Peter 1.17-2.3
Luke 11.37-52
Matthew 2.13-end
2 Corinthians 1.12-19

8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th

Luke 9.1-11
Hebrews 10.32-end
1 Peter 3.18-end
Mark 13.21-end
1 Corinthians 10.23-end
Hebrews 3.1-15

22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th

2 John
Mark 10.32-45
John 14.1-14
Hebrews 2.5-end
John 12.20-26
John 12.27-36

From The Registers…
FUNERALS and BURIAL OF ASHES
"Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord."
11th February
19th February
25th February

Bridget Johnston (St Bridget & Landican)
Vivian Johnson (burial of ashes at Caldy)
Evelyn Barnshaw Hall (Landican)

THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC
In the twelve months since the pandemic changed our lives, I have turned to
music more than ever before, to help me cope. Music has lifted my spirits and
transported me to better places; happier thoughts; calmer feelings. It has given
me much joy!
I have plenty of CDs to listen to and I also trawl radio and television for more
music. But if I want to have a lucky dip I go online to the You Tube Music site. I
start by looking for a particular artist or piece of music. And it’s when my choice
appears that I often get excited – because on the side of the screen there are
always suggestions of other, related music that’s available. Choose one of those
to listen to next and the new screen offers even more choices. There is so much
to explore!
So, if you have not tried exploring the wonderful world of music on You Tube yet;
and if you want to try experiencing all the benefits to well-being that music gives
me – here are some suggested starting points for you. Each of these has
genuinely boosted my outlook on life when I needed it most. Give some of them
a try. Then see what surprises you can find.
Caledonia by VOCES8 and Stay Home Choir.
A great song, especially if you have Scottish ancestry, and an astounding
performance. Look out for the wonderful Paul Whittaker signing the song for the
deaf. He helped to lead our Inclusive Church service at St Bridget’s 2 years ago.
Dido’s Lament by Annie Lennox and London City Voices
Yes, Annie Lennox, the singer from Eurythmics, singing Purcell!
You will be Found by Broadway and Touring casts
Do you need to be found? You will be, this song asserts. The youthful exuberance
of these singers is great. From the musical Dear Evan Hansen.
Seasons of Love by Welsh of the West End
From the musical Rent. A hymn to love.
This is Me by Welsh of the West End
From the musical The Greatest Showman. A celebration of the worth of every
single human being, no matter how “other” they may be perceived to be.
Found/Tonight by Lin Manuel Miranda and Ben Platt
Two songs beautifully merged: You will be Found (again) and Tonight, from
Hamilton.
The Marsh family: a number of brilliantly clever and entertaining re-written
lockdown versions of well-known-songs performed in their home. Just type in
their name and take your pick.
Hallelujah Variations by Anderson and Roe
A spectacular setting for spectacular music. How did they get the piano there?
The 2nd variation gives you the melody, if you don’t know it. We have seen
Anderson and Roe twice and we’d love to see them again. They play all genres
of music. Explore their extensive collection of videos.
Music is one of God’s greatest gifts. In these anxious times, make the most of
that gift – because music can refresh and restore you in the depths of your soul.
Graham Crowder

West Kirby Museum
West Kirby Museum remains closed during the pandemic. However the West
Kirby Museum Research Group remains active, working from home. We look
forward to sharing our work as soon as we can open again and arrange an
event (We are hoping this will be the Heritage Fair in early September, but
cannot make plans until restrictions ease).
We are planning to set up a new Facebook page for the West Kirby Museum
Shops Project in the near future. We have written the history of all the shops in
Banks Road, The Crescent and Acacia Grove and have biographies of many
shopkeepers. This gives a fascinating history of West Kirby shops from the late
1800s. Our next task is researching Grange Road shops.

MAXWELL HODGE LIFETIME PLANNING SERVICES
As we approach the anniversary of the first lockdown and reflect on the
changes to our daily lives, one constant is the issues that potentially arise in
the event of our deaths or decline in health.
Maxwell Hodge can assist with advice on such issues:
- Wills: to ensure your wishes are met
about who handles your estate, looks after
any minor children and who benefits on
your death including at what age.
- Lasting Powers of Attorney: to enable
your loved ones to legally manage your
Financial Affairs (including paying bills,
handling money or selling your home for you) or make Health &
Welfare decisions, should you ever become mentally or physically
incapacitated.
- Care Fees: to discuss what may be done to safeguard assets from the
local authority if residential or nursing care is needed in the future.
Don’t delay. If you require advice or assistance about any of these issues,
please contact Andrea Ashton at Maxwell Hodge who is based at our West
Kirby branch – Tel: 0151 625 9154

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

Start taking advantage of our pharmacy
services! Medicines delivered direct to
your door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

FIRST CLASS FEET

Emma Cottrell
BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChS

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Home Visiting Practice
Telephone: 07899 952687

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
bethanhc@live.co.uk (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the Diocesan
Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd John Bleazard on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
We are happy to report that face to face Sunday services have
continued and will continue despite the restrictions which the
pandemic has caused. As restrictions are eased we hope that our
congregations will feel that their attendance at church will be
safer than it has felt hitherto. We understand that our ministry
team will be strengthened too in March. We are most grateful to
both Alex and David who have continued to provide face to face
services in recent weeks.
As we are now in the season of Lent when we traditionally give
something up, in the current lockdown it seems that we have
already given almost everything up already! Perhaps we should
do something extra in Lent this year, for instance keep in contact
with each other and give support whenever we can. In March we
celebrate Mothering Sunday (we will do everything we can to
keep as close to our traditional ways) and look forward to Easter
Day when we will welcome the Risen Lord.
Keep well and have faith!
Services at Caldy in March 2021
(all at 10.00am except where indicated)
Sunday
7th March
Sunday
14th March
Sunday
21st March
Sunday
28th March
Sunday
4th April

3rd Sunday of
Lent
Mothering
Sunday
5th Sunday of
Lent
Palm Sunday

Holy Communion

Easter Day

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

During Lent, Midweek Communion services will be held each
Thursday at 11am
Syd Ford

We are not collecting items for the
Foodbank at the moment at the
back of church. However, Paul
Franklin from the United Reformed
Church is a trustee of the Foodbank
and goes there every Monday. He
is happy to take contributions, which
can be left in the cardboard box in
his porch at 9D Ennisdale Drive.

R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

