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Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday is when we remember the Last Supper. The most famous
image of this event is Leonardo da Vinci’s fresco in Milan. But there are many
other depictions of it as well.
A lot went on at the Last Supper. Before the meal, Jesus washed the feet of the
disciples and gave them the new commandment to love one another. David
writes about this on page 12. And during the meal, the last opportunity for Jesus
and his disciples to enjoy fellowship, Jesus instituted the sacrament of Holy
Communion, telling the disciples to eat bread and drink wine in remembrance of
Him.
The pictures below reflect these different aspects. The 6th century mosaic from
Sant Apollinaire Nuovo In Ravenna is perhaps the oldest image of the last
supper, and portrays a group of friends about to eat a meal. But the 19th century
mosaic from St Barnabas, Pimlico has more of the air of a Holy Communion.
Similarly Giotto’s fresco from the early 14th Century shows a group enjoying
fellowship, whereas Fra Angelico’s fresco from the mid 15th century looks very
much lime a service of Holy Communion, with Christ moving along a line of
disciples waiting to receive.
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Rector’s Letter
Recently, in a local supermarket I
observed a young boy looking longingly
at an Easter egg which contained a
seemingly enticing toy. ‘I really need
this’, he said.
‘That’s for Easter’ his father replied.
‘You’ll have to wait for Easter’.
‘But I can’t wait that long’ groaned the
boy, ‘ It’s soooo long, I need it now’.
His agony was clear for us all to hear
and see.
In recent decades we seem to have
become less able to tolerate waiting.
Advertising encourages a ‘why wait, why not have it now?’ culture and we
increasingly expect access to a world wide web in seconds, immediate replies
to messages and next-day delivery of even non-essential items. Waiting often
frustrates and bores us, occasionally creates anticipation and excitement but
sometimes manages to surprise us.
Over the last year, we have been plunged into a prolonged period of waiting
and, for most of us it has been shocking and difficult. Waiting to hear the news
about the spread of the virus. Waiting to be told about restrictions. Waiting to
know when restrictions are lifted. Waiting for shops to open, visits and holidays
to be allowed, hugs with families, chats inside with friends, parties, sleepovers,
the freedom to go where we fancy when we fancy. The joy of not having to wait
for permission.
We have had to learn to wait.
And as well as facing the physical and emotional challenges there has also
been a spiritual challenge. Who will we be, and how will we be, when we move
into whatever the new normal is?
This waiting has felt a little like a time of gestation, of willingly or unwillingly
being re-shaped and re-moulded. Many have said that in waiting they have
learned a lot about themselves and others, what really matters to them, what
they have taken for granted, what they need and long for, what they really care
about.
I have come to realise that waiting is inextricably linked with caring. We can
only really say we are waiting for something which we have some care about.
We wait for things which are going to have an impact on our lives, whether that
is large or small.
‘I’m still waiting for the plumber to arrive, for the Rector to respond to my email,
for the rain to stop, for the doctor to call, for those bulbs to emerge.’

If we wait, it is because we care.
The period we call Holy Week, the week leading to Easter Day involves much
waiting. We remember the waiting which the disciples struggled with in the
garden of Gethsemane, the waiting for the outcome of the trial, the waiting on
or by the cross, the terrified waiting in a locked Upper Room. The waiting and
wondering ‘what next?’
That day before the resurrection on Easter Sunday is called Holy Saturday, a
day of holy waiting. It is now often referred to as Easter Saturday, which means
I can occasionally be heard muttering ‘it can’t be Easter Saturday when Easter
hasn’t happened - you have to wait.’
As we wait for the gradual lifting of the lockdown, perhaps we can exercise our
waiting muscle one more time and allow this to be a time of gestation, of
reflection, of growth. It has been said that waiting is not just something we have
to do until we get what we want, waiting is part of the process of becoming what
God wants us to be. Even though we are weary of it, we might embrace the
waiting and not resist it. Can we dare to allow it to change us, to remake us, to
bring out new life in ourselves and those around us?
In this Easter season may we experience, renewed hope, new beginnings, and
the joy of waiting.
Alex

Easter Wings: George Herbert
Lord, who createdst man in wealth and store,
Though foolishly he lost the same,
Decaying more and more,
Till he became
Most poore:
With thee
Oh let me rise
As larks, harmoniously,
And sing this day thy victories:
Then shall the fall further the flight in me.
My tender age in sorrow did beginne:
And still with sicknesses and shame
Thou didst so punish sinne,
That I became
Most thinne.
With thee
Let me combine
And feel this day thy victorie:
For, if I imp my wing on thine
Affliction shall advance the flight in me.

Caldy Church
Hall
is available for hire at
modest prices
.
Contact: Brian Crabtree 625 8510

To Book
St Bridget’s Centre
Contact either
The Parish Office
625-2739
or
Martin Harrison
625-8535
www.stbridgetscentre.co.uk

To advertise in
this magazine
contact
Syd Ford
342 0141
fordsyd@gmail.com

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a
strange land?
A personal reflection
Psalm 137 tells of the despair of the exiled Israelites. Far from home and feeling
far from God they ask "how can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” It
is now a year since the Covid pandemic catapulted us into our own ‘strange
land’ and brought unprecedented changes to every aspect of our lives.
The Church directs all its ministers, lay and ordained, ‘to proclaim the faith
afresh in each generation’, challenging us to adapt and to seek ways of
sharing the gospel that resonate with the communities and in the situations
we are called to serve. By the time I retired I felt that I had done my fair share
of adapting, but how little I knew! The greatest challenge was still to come –
an interregnum, a lockdown, a pandemic and no access to any church
buildings all at the same time!
When public worship was suspended, Mothering Sunday became the first
casualty. I think the tone of how we would all adapt was set that day when
Andrew Gibb stood outside St Bridget’s with his guitar and sang his way through
the hymns we would have sung at the service. Passers-by waved and shouted
their thanks. We were indeed living in strange times, but the singing of the
Lord’s song in a strange land had begun.
Covid created a new liturgical season - the season of adapting to the needs of
the moment. Church buildings were closed but our worship continued. At first
we used Worship at home services and Anne Samuels posted reflections on
Facebook. And then came Zoom. The Storytellers led the way and by July the
rest of us followed suit. It was a very steep learning curve but gradually we
adapted. It most certainly was not the same as being in church but we were still
singing the Lord’s song – just doing it in unexpected ways.
We carefully
followed the national guidelines and when at last we were able to return to
church, our Wardens worked hard to ensure they were safe spaces. First came
Morning Prayer and then the Eucharist. We learnt to live with risk assessment,
social distancing and masks and to live without sharing the peace and singing
hymns. The return to church was wonderful news for those able to attend and
for those unable to return, worship on Zoom continued as usual.
As our use of technology developed, we began to live-stream worship via
YouTube and offer daily prayer via both Zoom and Facebook. ‘Google Meets’
enabled us to keep in touch with the school and we used Zoom for social gettogethers, bible study and meetings. Yes, we knew it wasn’t the same as
meeting face to face but for many of us it provided a lifeline.
We now have a Sunday Zoom congregation of up to seventy people. Here is
what some of them have to say:

“Worship on Zoom is special. It is my safe space”
“We really enjoy the Zoom services and meeting people we didn’t know before”
“Zoom has kept our sense of the Church as a community”
“Zoom has kept us aware of the Storytellers as an integral and important part of
the Church”
As we long for a return to normality, we give thanks for all who have supported
us through these difficult times, those who have made our churches safe
spaces and all who have helped us embrace new technology. When this crisis
is over, may God grant us the wisdom to use all we have learnt to shape a better
future. And wherever life takes us may we always remain willing to explore fresh
ways of proclaiming our faith and singing the Lord’s song of love, compassion,
forgiveness and inclusion.
Mary Railton-Crowder

Life on the Frontline
During Lent, over 35 people
from our church community
have been meeting in small
groups on Zoom to talk
about what it means to be a
Christian in our everyday
lives. We have used
materials from a course
called Life on the Frontline.
It has challenged us to think
about what our frontlines
are - the places and
moments where we meet other people, whether that is at home, at work, in
regular situations, or the occasional hello in the street, a smile at a stranger in
the shops or a phone call we make. We have been encouraged to pray for the
people we meet in these situations. There has been discussion about what it is
like being a Christian and how that affects the way we behave. We have been
able to reflect that it is not just about what we might do but about who we are
and how we are. It has been lovely to meet up with one another during the week
and have this opportunity to pause and consider what our faith means to us.
Zoom has enabled us to easily meet in small groups and get to know one
another a little better. As lockdown eases, we will be asking what opportunities
you may like to meet together (whether in person or on-line) to discuss matters
of faith, the big questions we may have and how we live out our lives as
Christians.
Let the Rector know if you have any thoughts!
Alex
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Good Friday?
If Jesus really was human and divine (and no, I don’t
understand that either), then what on earth was he
doing in allowing himself to be tortured to death by his
creation? That’s the question his followers found
themselves asking after the Resurrection. Their
answers are both shocking and wonderful!
‘Our message is that God was making the whole
human race his friends’. That’s how Paul put it. In
some mysterious way, Jesus was dying ‘for’ our sins
so that we might be able to relate to God as our
Heavenly Father. It’s something we celebrate every
week in our Communion service, even though we don’t
fully understand it. But there’s more.
In his suffering, Christ is taking into himself all the
suffering of this groaning world. Here we begin to struggle for words to express
the
inexpressible.
In
his
terrible
death,
Christ
is
experiencing/encapsulating/representing/summarising/restating all the suffering
that has ever been or ever will be. The pain of ‘nature red in tooth and claw’, the
anguish of every illness and cruelty, the heartache of every life wasted and every
heart broken. God in Christ is somehow identifying with all of that in those hours
of agony on the cross. All your pain is held there too. But why, you might be
asking, did God make a world in which suffering was possible? The hard truth
seems to be that suffering was unavoidable when God chose to let his creation
be truly free. This doesn’t ‘explain’ suffering, but it does say that God has
identified with it and (this is holy ground) in some way experienced it! The
theologian John Stott goes as far as to say, ‘Christ on the cross is God’s only
self-justification in such a world as ours’.
Down the centuries Christians have found it helpful to take their pain to the cross
in prayer. Where else can we take it? As I put into words my pain before the
tortured face of Christ (perhaps a painting of the crucifixion or holding a crucifix
might help), there I find a measure of consolation, comfort and healing in a God
who says to me, ‘I know, I love you’.
Ray Samuels

ST. BRIDGET'S MOTHERS' UNION
A message from Barbara Adams to hope you are all well and she
hopes you enjoy the best Easter you can in these strange times.
Let us hope it will not be too long before we can get together again.
Stay safe.
Carole Steel

April Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

As restrictions are lifted, our patterns of worship may change. Please
contact us as detailed below for the most up to date information.
Our regular pattern of services on Sundays is shown below.
For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk), A
Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)
HOLY WEEK
Maundy Thursday
1st April

11am Holy Communion (Caldy)
7pm Service on Zoom
8pm Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Stripping of the altars
Gethsemane Watch until 11pm

Good Friday
2nd April

10am Reflective Service (Caldy)
11am Service on Zoom
2pm At the Foot of the Cross (St Bridget)

Holy Saturday
3rd April

St Bridget’s church open for private prayer

Easter Sunday
4th April

8am

Holy Communion and Lighting of the New
Fire (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am All Together Worship on Zoom

Sunday 11th April

2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Sunday 18th April

3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Sunday 25th April

4th SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Daily Bible Readings for Holy Week and April
29th
30th
31st
1st
2nd
3rd

Colossians 1.18-23
Galatians 6.11-end
Revelation 14.18-15.4
Ephesians 2.11-18
John 19.38-end
1 John 5.5-12

12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th

Revelation 4
Acts 16.6-15
1 Corinthians 15.1-11
Mark 4.35-end
1 Peter 3.8-end
Matthew 28.8-15

5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

Romans 1.1-7
John 5.19-29
John 20.1-10
Revelation 1.4-end
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11
John 21.1-14

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th

Revelation 5
Matthew 5.38-end
1 Corinthians 15.12-28
Mark 6.47-end
John 15.1-8
Luke 24.1-12

26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
1st

2 Timothy 4.1-11
Matthew 7.1-12
1 Corinthians 15.35-49
Mark 10.17-31
Romans 6.1-11
John 1.43-end

Curate’s Letter
Dear Friends,
This year April 1st
marks Maundy Thursday and it
is easy in a season which is
dominated by the shadow of the
cross and the joy of Easter to
play down this important event
in the Christian year. The
Gospel reading gives more than
a clue to its significance, ‘a new
commandment I give you: Love
one another’ (John 13: 34), but
this requires some explanation
to liberate the radical nature of the Maundy message. Jesus is showing us that,
although we may talk about love, human beings really do not know much about
it. On the night before he died Jesus gave us a new commandment, the
mandatum novum from which this feast Maundy Thursday takes its name, and
in so doing changes the definition of love.
Before the Last Supper, we were invited to measure our love for others by the
standard of our self-love. Now, we are being invited to measure our love for
others by the standard which Jesus sets. Our love of neighbour is no longer to
be compared with our natural love of ourselves. It is to be compared with what
Jesus has done for us. Jesus has become the model, the paradigm, the
exemplar of love. In other words Maundy Thursday marks the day when love is
redefined.
This redefinition takes graphic form in the foot-washing, but this merely
symbolises all that the Son of God does for fallen humanity, starting with the
incarnation and ending with the passion. In the incarnation, the infinite,
impassible and all-glorious Son takes on the limits, the pain, and the humiliation
of the human condition and makes them his own. The main point of the footwashing is not to encourage us to perform acts of service for one another,
though this is something the Christian should do, but rather it sets an entirely
new definition of love, a definition which is not human but divine. Jesus took
human nature upon himself and died for our sins. That, Jesus tells us, is what
love means and that is what true love involves. Indeed within the Gospel
narrative for Maundy Thursday we have a foretaste of what divine love signifies
when Jesus washes the feet of Judas Iscariot with as much tenderness as he
washes those of the rest of the disciples, and this is before the love shown for
all humanity on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
Have a very Happy Easter,
David

HOLY BAPTISM
14th March

Holly Pollett (St Bridget)

13th March
13th March

Jack Hulmes and Bethany Owen (St Bridget)
Nathan Sandall and Kathryn Brown (St Bridget)

HOLY MATRIMONY

FUNERALS and BURIAL OF ASHES
4th March
9th March
22nd March
22nd March
24th March

Joan Graham (Landican)
Elizabeth Margaret Hogben (Landican)
Margaret MacDonald (Landican)
Joseph Johnston (burial of ashes) (St Bridget)
Cynthia (Twink) Bibbington (St Bridget & Landican)

MAXWELL HODGE LIFETIME PLANNING SERVICES
Maxwell Hodge can assist with advice on such issues:
- Wills: to ensure your wishes are met
about who handles your estate, looks after
any minor children and who benefits on
your death including at what age.
- Lasting Powers of Attorney: to enable
your loved ones to legally manage your
Financial Affairs (including paying bills,
handling money or selling your home for you) or make Health &
Welfare decisions, should you ever become mentally or physically
incapacitated.
- Care Fees: to discuss what may be done to safeguard assets from the
local authority if residential or nursing care is needed in the future.
Don’t delay. If you require advice or assistance about any of these issues,
please contact Andrea Ashton at Maxwell Hodge who is based at our West
Kirby branch – Tel: 0151 625 9154

INCLUSIVE CHURCH (PART 2)
Did you read last month’s article reminding us of what we signed up for when
we joined Inclusive Church? It made me wonder how long ago it was that the
Inclusive Church movement first began. The answer is: a long, long time ago.
Here’s what it looked like then:
The deaf, the dumb
the blind
the left-behind
the lame, the lepers, the lost
all those for whom the cost
of life is high
I’ll help you get by
I am for you
The so-called prostitutes
the destitute
the uninvited
the “undeserving”
my love for you is unswerving
I am for you
The hungry
the homeless
the hopeless
the weepers
the righteousness seekers
I am for you
The crucified thief
let me be brief:
Join me!
The sister who follows my wishes
and the sister who washes the
dishes
I am for you
Your faith is hidden?
I see it, and you are bidden
So too, the children
They have so much to say

never turn them away
The boy with his lunch
who had a hunch
what I could do
I am for you
Is the door too daunting, too
heavy?
Come through the roof!
I’ll be there, I’ll be ready
I am for you
The mentally stressed
the demon-possessed
all who need to be blessed
by me
I am for you
The Samaritan woman at the well
who gave her past husbands hell
and now lives with “a man”
Yes, even you can
join me
Please do
I am for you
So go out into the streets of the
town
and compel them to come in
so that my house may be filled
and God’s kingdom begin
Because
I am for you
All of you
Graham Crowder, March 2021

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

Start taking advantage of our pharmacy
services! Medicines delivered direct to
your door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

FIRST CLASS FEET

Emma Cottrell
BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChS

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Home Visiting Practice
Telephone: 07899 952687

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
safeguardingwestkirby@gmail.com (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd Alex Williams on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
Our services at Caldy continue each Sunday, and St Bridget’s
are providing two services that are available online, both at
10.00am each Sunday too! We are hoping in Caldy to provide an
online link for our services soon.
We have several “occasional” services already booked e.g.
weddings in both May and June. We hope the restrictions will be
easier by then so that the couples can celebrate as they would
wish. Several memorial services are scheduled for later in the
year.
On Good Friday we will be having our customary service at
10.00am but this year a slide presentation of the Oberammergau
play depicting the passion of our Lord will be made.
On Easter Sunday we will celebrate the news of the Risen Lord
with a service of Holy Communion led by the Rev’ds Ray and
Anne Samuels.
Keep well and have faith!
Services in April 2021
(all at 10.00am)
Good Friday
2nd April
Sunday 4th April
Easter Day
Sunday
11th April
Sunday
17th April
Sunday
24th April

Revd John
Bowers
Revds Ray and
Anne Samuels
Revd Dave
Chester
Revd Alex
Williams
Revd Ray
Samuels

Service of
Reflection
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

SDF

We are not collecting items for the
Foodbank at the moment at the
back of church. However, Paul
Franklin from the United Reformed
Church is a trustee of the Foodbank
and goes there every Monday. He
is happy to take contributions, which
can be left in the cardboard box in
his porch at 9D Ennisdale Drive.

R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

