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Out of the Ordinary
We are now in the season of the church’s year known as ‘Ordinary Time’. I used
to think this was because nothing very much happened between Pentecost and
Advent or Christmas and Lent, so it was just … well … ordinary! But the term
Ordinary, in this context, comes from the Latin term ordinalis, meaning
‘numbered’ or ‘ruled’. Ordinary Time simply refers to the ongoing and rhythmical
nature of the season and the Sundays are the counted or numbered Sundays inbetween major festivals.
The liturgical, or Church colour for Ordinary Time is green. This represents the
time of growth and expansion of the Church following the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. Green is a very natural colour and is often a symbol for
growth and new life.
The Church calendar goes like this - clockwise:
Colours play an important part
of the worship of the Church
and the colour of vestments
and altar frontals change
according to the seasons of the
Church year. In years past,
when few people had access to
an education or to books,
worship was far more about the
senses than is often the case
today. The imagery, stained
glass windows, colours, music
and the smell of candles and
incense were all important
ways of helping people engage
in worship.
Colours remain a primary
source of
symbolism
in
worship, communicating the nature of the readings heard during our services
(which are themed according to the seasons), and reflecting what happens during
worship.
Like all liturgical seasons, Ordinary Time is meant to be lived! Participating in
Ordinary Time means participating in the everyday life of Jesus. The Sundays
and weeks of Ordinary Time take us through the life and ministry of Jesus and
call us to have our whole lives ‘caught up in Christ’ But what does that mean?
What would our life look like if it were caught up in Christ?
Here are some possibilities:
1. Examine your habits. Your day to day life is typically just a series of habits
played out one after the other. If you want your life to change, the first place to
look is your habits. Could you start a new, spiritual life-giving habit?

2. Gratitude. Joy always finds its root in gratitude. Try starting each day by
thanking God for five ordinary, everyday things. If you have a family, try going
around the table at dinner time and list off things together.
3. Use your imagination to reflect on the daily life of Jesus. Imagine being part
of the people with Jesus as he did the simple, everyday things. Eating, walking,
joking with his friends. Praying. Imagine what Jesus might say to you.
‘As we move through our days there is always an option to become the
space in which others may recognise love. Love is there in the simple,
ordinary moments which in essence are neither simple nor ordinary
because life is not ordinary. The challenge is to see the gift, even as we
live it and to stop rushing past things.’ An excerpt from ‘Waking up to this
Day’ by Paula D’Arcy
Ordinary Time is anything but ordinary. But the true power of the season is only
unlocked if you live it!
Alex

In need of repair?
I have found myself enjoying what, at first, I considered a
rather odd television programme, The Repair Shop, and I
believe I am not alone - it now attracts audiences of 6.7
million. It seems that many of us like antiques, but perhaps
what we really like is the human story behind them. The
concept of the programme is that people bring their old and
broken possessions which have some sentimental value,
and they leave them at the repair shop where they are painstakingly restored.
And of course there’s something for everyone - the engineer, the lover of fabric
and sewing, people who find beauty in wood or metal and the excitement of
seeing electrical or mechanical items whirr into action once more. And, of course,
there is the human story - and the programme often reduces me to tears as the
owners are reunited with possessions which hold significance and story far
beyond any monetary value. As items are restored to their former glory people
often talk of how close they feel to the person who once owned it, how there is a
sense of being reunited and the relationship brought alive once more.
I think I have already confessed to being something of a hoarder of sentimental
‘stuff’ and I have made myself throw away some items during my house move.
We are taught, as Christians, to have a careful relationship with material objects.
The Bible teaches us not to place greater importance on material things than
God; it warns us of the dangers of covetousness which leads to an unsatiable
desire for more and more. Indeed, some who are called to live a life of Christian
devotion in religious orders are required to take a vow of poverty in which they
give up their personal possessions and any sense of ownership, sharing all they
have with the community.
So how do we square this teaching with the very real and often very emotional
relationship that many of us have with at least some of our possessions? Can we

enjoy our valued possessions and still be faithful Christians? The answer is
clearly yes. The key to all of this is simple: it’s about our hearts. Do we live for
our wealth and possessions, or do we live to use them for the glory of God?
Back to that barn and those expert restorers. What the world really needs is an
equivalent barn where broken people can turn up and share openly and honestly
the stories behind how we came to be broken and to acknowledge our own part
in that story; a place where, having shared the story, we can then ask to be
carefully, lovingly, painstakingly restored to our former glory. Imagine if we had
the opportunity to be repaired, restored, re-created by God, the most skilled and
compassionate restorer, lovingly held as all the dirt and stains, cracks and
damage are removed and healed, and we are restored to that person God calls
us to be.
Well, the good news is that such a barn does exist. In fact, there is one in almost
every village, town, and city in the country. Churches are the repair shops where
we can go to be repaired, renewed, and restored and find new life.
If we are moved by the restoration of a music box or nursing chair, imagine the
emotion and power of seeing human beings transformed, forgiven, and restored.
That’s a show we are all invited to be part of.
Alex

AN INTERVIEW WITH JOY ALCOCK
What are the most memorable things about your early
life/childhood?
I was born and spent my childhood in Eldoret, Kenya and
remember when, aged three, my father brought my new
baby brother into the bathroom to show us, and thinking him
the sweetest baby ever, despite his cleft lip. I was ten when
my next brother arrived and was bitterly disappointed that
he was a boy. My sister arrived three years later: I was quite
prepared to have four brothers, but that was not to be!
When did you come to the UK?
I came to England when I was seventeen. Claud my older
brother came the year before me and looked after me! One year in secretarial
college in Tunbridge Wells followed by three years teacher training in Putney,
then ten years teaching in Kent and Essex, during which time my youngest
brother and sister came to boarding school. I was around to collect them from the
airport, transport them to their schools, and take them out on exeat days.
When did Caldy become your home?
My sister and I went to Athens and Corfu for two weeks, my father’s gift to her for
passing her A Levels (although she had not had the results) and to me because
my father wanted me to experience classical Greece. It was there I met George,
who assumed he was going to marry me, and brought me to live in Caldy. We
met in August, engaged in September and married in December!
Who nurtured your Christian faith?
My parents became Christians about the time my older brother was born. I was
brought up with nighttime choruses and prayers. When my parents sang “Joy,

joy, joy” my brother wanted to know why they didn’t sing “Claud, Claud, Claud”.
I can’t remember starting at Sunday school, but I did! When I was about seven
we had a mission at our church led by the late Ken Terhoven, which is when I
asked Jesus into my life.
What are the times when God has felt close?
Soon after George died in 2007, I was walking to church when a verse popped
into my head. I had no idea where it was in the Bible. It was “For I know the plans
I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future”. This was A real encouragement and has
stuck with me ever since.
What is special about the church community in this parish?
When I was undergoing chemotherapy eighteen months ago, I had different
volunteers to take me each week, and with the love and prayers of both
congregations I sailed through the regime.
What has helped you during the last year ?
Lockdown has been made easy by being able to bubble with my son, daughterin-law and granddaughters. Thank God for their hugs! And thank God for online
shopping and all the friends who helped until I got a slot.
What are you looking forward to?
In normal times I am involved in Caldy Church as an assistant warden,
sidesperson, reader, Toddler Group helper and STICK organiser, besides
leading a home group once a fortnight. I am also a sidesperson at Evensong at
St Bridget’s. I feel I have been very blessed all my life, knowing God wants the
best for me.
We look forward to seeing what’s next, Joy!

Giving to charity from St Bridget’s
I have recently sent cheques totalling £4100 from St Bridget’s to eleven local,
national and international charities. This giving was agreed at PCC as a move
towards tithing as a parish – giving 10% of our disposable income away – to
demonstrate that we are a generous and outward-looking body. The charities
supported are: the Charles Thompson Mission, St John’s Hospice, Claire House,
Wirral Ark, Wirral Foodbank, Wirral Women and Children’s Aid, Shelterbox,
Médecins sans Frontières, Christian Aid, Church Mission Society, and the
Melanesian Mission. Thank you messages have been received from most of
these organisations. To quote just one, which summarises many, “Your donation
is very precious to us, especially after the difficult and challenging year that we
have all been through.”
The Charles Thompson Mission website quotes Proverbs 11 verse 25 – “A
generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed”. Caldy
made similar donations to other charities at the end of 2020, and the PCC will be
asked to agree donations for 2021 later in the year.
John Smith, PCC Treasurer

From St Bridget’s School

The children have been learning about Pentecost
and the Gift of the Holy Spirit

MAXWELL HODGE LIFETIME PLANNING SERVICES
Where there’s a Will there’s a Way – of ensuring that your wishes on death for
your estate are legally declared.
Let Maxwell Hodge assist you in making your Will, particularly if any of the
following apply to you:
- a recent marriage or separation;
- living with a partner but not married;
- guardianship of minor children if you
were to die;
- estrangement or concerns about any of
your children;
- change of personal circumstances;
- concerns about remarriage, later life
health and care fees
Our offices allow meetings, including signing and witnessing of documents, to
take place in a Covid-safe environment with our friendly and professional team.
Don’t delay. If you require advice or assistance about any of these issues,
please contact Andrea Ashton at Maxwell Hodge who is based at our West
Kirby branch – Tel: 0151 625 9154

Caldy Church
Hall

To Book
St Bridget’s Centre

is available for hire at
modest prices

Contact either
The Parish Office
625-2739
or
Martin Harrison
625-8535

Contact: Brian Crabtree 625 8510

www.stbridgetscentre.co.uk

.

To advertise in
this magazine
contact
Syd Ford
342 0141
fordsyd@gmail.com

TREVOR KELLY
ANTIQUE CLOCK, BAROMETER
RESTORATION & REPAIR
SPECIALIST
QUALITY ANTIQUES BOUGHT & SOLD
REPAIRED & RESTORED
VALUATION FOR INSURANCE & PROBATE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
76 BANKS ROAD, WEST KIRBY CH48 0RE
TEL: 0151 625 7992
MOBILE: 0783 1852776

GORDON HATTON & CO.
Drainage Consultants
Est 1965
Blocked drains cleared and repaired
CCTV Surveys: Water Jetting
Drain Reports: Root cutting
Septic Tanks: Drain Location
Drain Replacement / Relining/
Biodegradable cleaning/treatment products
Dock Road South, Bromborough,
Wirral, CH62 4SR
0151 336 2287 / 07831207494
drainswirral.com

SIMON BARNES
www.simonbarnescarpets.co.uk
CARPETS & FLOORING

Est 1982

0151 625 8499
SHOWROOM:
15-15a Westbourne Rd
West Kirby CH48 4DG
Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs,
Woods, Laminate,
Karndean
Samples to take home
Mon
9.30 – 5.00
Tue
9.30 – 5.00
Wed
9.30 – 5.00
Thu
9.30 – 5.00
Fri
9.30 – 5.00
Sat
9.30 – 1.00

Mrs Julie Brennan
D. Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HPC Reg.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Now practising at:
Osteopathy and Natural Health Clinic
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby
Tel: 0151-625-1116

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

ST. BRIDGET’S
MOTHERS’ UNION
I am sad to report that on 12th May one of our
members, Julie O’Neill, passed away. She
will be sadly missed. Our prayers are with her
family at this sad time. Also, in May, Ruth
Briscoe moved into Westhaven Care Home in
Hoylake. She struggled to look after herself
after her recent stroke and needed the extra
care. Hopefully we will be able to visit her
soon. Her cheerful banter will be missed at
our meetings.
On Tuesday 18th May from 9 – 9.20 a.m. we
held our ‘Wave of Prayer’ in our own homes.
Hopefully next year we will be back in church.
Members had received the service sheet
which was entitled Re-building Hope and Confidence. It included a message
from our Diocesan President, Wendy Sykes. There were Bible readings. hymns
and prayers for our Linked Dioceses, Grahamstown (South Africa), Masasi
(Tanzania), Afikpo (Nigeria), Wiawso (Ghana West), Northern Argentina and
Chester (York). John joined with me taking turns to read and, as I had the flags
at home, we were able to light a candle for each country after the prayer for that
diocese.
As things are opening up we hope that it will not be long before we can resume
our meetings.

Carole Steel, Secretary

Daily Bible Readings for June
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Acts 7.17-29
Acts 7.30-38
Luke 9.11-17
Mark 7.1-13
2 Cor 3.7-end

14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

James 3.13-end
Matthew 5.1-12
Matthew 5.13-24
1 Timothy 2.1-6
John 14.15-end
Rev 19.9-end

7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th

Romans 12.9-21
Mark 13.1-13
Matthew 18.1-14
Acts 7.9-16
Acts 9.26-31
Luke 15.11-end

21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th

Luke 15.1-10
James 5.13-end
James 1.17-25
Matt 11.2-19
Luke 16.19-31
Acts 2.22-33

28th
29th
30th

Matthew 6.1-15
John 21.15-22
1 Cor 6.1-11

June Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

As restrictions are lifted, our patterns of worship may change. Please
contact us as detailed below for the most up to date information.
Our regular pattern of services on Sundays is shown below.
For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk), A
Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)

JUNE
Wedding (Elliott Allsop & Kate Cogan) –
St Bridget

Saturday 5th June

2pm

Sunday 6th June

1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Saturday 12th June

12 noon Wedding (Owen Morgan & Rosie
Bridson). Caldy Church

Sunday 13th June

2nd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Service of the Word on Zoom

Sunday 20th June

3rd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Service of the Word on Zoom

Sunday 27th June

4th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am All Together Worship (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
Zoom service (tbc)
12.30pm Holy Baptism (Pearl Elise Paul)
St Bridget

Our Storytellers (children and young people’s group) meet at
10am each Sunday in term time. They gather in St Bridget’s
church and then go out to their own activity in the Centre, coming
back to join the service at the end. Please see the website for
more details.

FROM THE REGISTERS …
HOLY MATRIMONY
"May they grow together in love and peace"
22nd May

Richard Brown and Alexandra Jennings (Caldy)

FUNERAL
"Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord."
25th May

Mary Julie O’Neill (St Bridget and Grange)

Curate’s Letter
Dear Friends,
It is often observed that one can wait a long time
for a bus only to find that three to arrive at the same time,
and over the past forty years Christians in Great Britain
have been fortunate in having not one but three
theologians who have made lasting contributions to
debates at the interface between science and Christian
belief. Although in this short letter I can not do justice to
the work of these three intellectual giants, I hope I can give some idea about
the scope of their work, which in all three cases hinges on the proposition that
there is nothing incompatible between orthodox belief and contemporary
scientific understanding.
The seminal contribution of Canon Arthur Peacocke (1924-2006), a biochemist
by training, concerns his argument that there is nothing incompatible with
science in an all-knowing God who has existed throughout time, setting initial
conditions and formulating natural laws, and who knows what the results of
evolution will be. Indeed he terms Darwinism the ‘Disguised Friend’ of belief,
and certainly not its enemy. Recently deceased Canon John Polkinghorne
(1930-2021), a physicist and Fellow of the Royal Society, is in my opinion the
most complex thinker of the three theologians I am considering. Perhaps
Polkinghorne’s greatest contribution is his discussion of quantum mechanics,
causality and the divine purpose, and his argument that the laws of physics
may contain some intrinsic indeterminacy. He also asserts that ‘the question of
the existence of God is the single most important question we face about the
nature of reality’ and quotes with approval the maxim ‘if there is no God, then
God is incalculably the greatest single creation of the human imagination.’
Finally, and still very much alive, is Alister McGrath (born 1953). A pioneer
researcher in molecular biophysics, McGrath has the highest public profile of
the three and his work is generally the most accessible. He is best known for
debates - both live and in print - with the atheist, Richard Dawkins, arguing
cogently that at one and the same time one can be both a scientific practitioner
and a Christian believer.
During this period of ‘lockdown’ I have spent much time considering the
views of these influential writers and many others, and have re-discovered the
rich resources available at the University of Cambridge based Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion (https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk). Not only are there
papers to download from their website, but also lectures on many of the themes
discussed by Peacocke, Polkinghorne, McGrath and many others at differing
levels of complexity. I am pleased to commend this resource to scientists and
non-scientists within our church family.
With best wishes,
David

There Should be a Law Against It?
In the past weeks there have been a significant
number of protest gatherings; protesting about
the abuse of the black community (black lives
matter), the abuse of women, the abuse of
young children. This abuse takes many forms,
both physical, mental and on-line. Sadly, these
gatherings, showing justifiable concern and
outrage, are not lawful at this time because of
the pandemic. The outrage felt by many people
is both understandable and justifiable, but it is
still against the law because we must respect
the well-being of all people and do all we can to
protect them from the virus.
The government response to the abusers and to the protesters has been to enact
new laws punishable by more severe sentences. These new laws cannot, by
themselves, alter human behaviour. All the lawsuits in the world cannot legislate
for human goodness and compassion.
At this time we are also facing a global emergency involving the environment
and climate. Once again governments have enacted news laws to curb the use
of plastics and carbon pollution. We do know and understand that legislation
alone cannot halt climate change. If this is to be halted, we must question our
assumptions and analyse our behaviour.
The respected Egyptian writer Niwabi El Saadawi (who died in March of this year)
wrote:
‘Everybody must die. I will die and you will die.
The important thing is how to live until you die.’
In the bible we have the commandments pointing us to the leading of good lives,
but we have no laws.
The life led by Jesus does show us how we should live our lives here on earth.
While he did speak harshly about the law and was a law breaker at times, Jesus
showed compassion and kindness to all in need; to the sinner, the outcast, the
tax collector, and the prostitute; to the hungry and the homeless; to the deaf and
blind and leper cast out of the town.
Changes in our attitudes to the many forms of abuse and to people in need will
not come about through legislation but through deliberate changes to the way we
live our lives and follow the example of Jesus. We are the hands and feet and
the voice of Jesus in the world today
Brian Dodd

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

Start taking advantage of our pharmacy
services! Medicines delivered direct to
your door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
safeguardingwestkirby@gmail.com (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd Alex Williams on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
Attendances at Public Services continue to increase at Caldy
and we now have our regular organists enhancing our service
and no doubt our choir will return soon. Sadly, our congregations
are not permitted to sing at present.
We are most grateful to our team of ministers, some of whom are
categorised as “retired”, but who continue to serve God in our
community.
The finances of the church have survived the pandemic and we
are most grateful to those who give regularly to enable us to
continue to maintain our church – we are especially grateful to
those who have recently increased their regular giving -THANK
YOU!
The recent appeal from the Disasters Emergency Committee for
the terrible Coronavirus situation in India resulted in Caldy people
donating over £1250 via the church and this money has been
enhanced by a further £500 donated from church funds. We
continue to pray for all who suffer the effects of this pandemic
and give thanks to God for all who have enabled us to help
others in need.
Keep well and have faith!
Services at Caldy in June 2021 (all at 10.00am)
Sunday 6th June
Sunday 13th June
Sunday 20th June
Sunday 27th June
Sunday 4th July

Revd David Chester &
Brian Dodd
Revd Alex Williams
Revd David Chester &
Canon John Bowers
Revd David Chester
Revd David Chester &
Canon John Bowers

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

SDF
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R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

