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Work From St Bridget’s School

Here are two examples of
work which the children
did following their Easter
reflections and video
service
We would usually
welcome the children into
Church for an Easter
service, but because of
Covid regulations we
were unable to do so this
year.

Later in the magazine we
have an interview with
the Headteacher,
Neil Le Feuvre.
See pages 6 and 7

RECTOR’S LETTER
The last year has affirmed for us all the
importance of connection. So often it is
not until something is taken away from
us that we truly appreciate its value.
We have perhaps most keenly felt the
loss of connection with other people
and with our community.
In essence all things are connected.
We are created to have a connection
with one another, to have a connection
with the earth and all of nature, to have
a connection with ourselves and our
creator. Community grows out of and is
dependent upon these connections
and when one or more of these is
damaged or destroyed, we can often feel ill at ease, diminished, or simply ‘out
of sorts’. It is difficult to truly flourish.
The period of lockdown has also given some opportunities to reconnect or
make new connections. More people have been out walking or cycling, some
have started dipping their toes (and more) into the sea and, some have had the
chance to sit and watch and wonder. It seems that the opportunity to connect
with the earth and nature has been embraced, nurtured and welcomed by
many.
There has also been an increase in people seeking to connect with the spiritual
side of their lives, to connect more deeply with themselves, to reflect and ask
some of those big questions in life. Many have explored prayer, meditation,
reflection, and mindfulness.
As some connections have been curtailed, others have blossomed.
As church, we are all about connection and community and we have clear
values which shape this. We seek to make and sustain connections with other
people, with our wider community, with the earth and creation. Underpinning
and overarching all this is our desire to connect with God.
In connecting with other people, we are serious about being inclusive and
welcoming of all. This involves being challenged about the ways we may
disconnect when faced with people we might find difficult, different, or ‘other’
and working hard to both recognise and overcome this when it happens.
We value and cherish the earth. We are all aware of the damage caused by
climate change but so often are at risk of disconnecting, separating ourselves
from our responsibility so that we can continue to exploit the earth for our own
benefit. As a church community we challenge ourselves about this and try to

strengthen our connection with the earth through our care of creation and use
of its resources.
We value all people - our neighbours, quite literally down the street and in our
town and village, but also our brothers and sisters across the world. It is
uncomfortable but vital to acknowledge the inequality which exists, our own
affluence even when we might feel a little poorer than before. So often we can
disconnect in order to avoid taking responsibility or making any effort to bring
about change.
As church, we are an intentional community. This means we deliberately bring
awareness to the shape and structure of our community and seek to deepen,
widen, and enrich it.
As we emerge from lockdown, we have an opportunity to reflect on what kind of
community we are and want to be and what connections we need to make,
sustain, deepen and enable to flourish.
It can be easy to think that we as individuals or our particular church community
is too small to make a difference but in the words of the Dalai Lama: `if you
ever think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito’.
We encourage and welcome everyone in the parish to connect with us and
build community with us.
Alex

Induction of Rector
Our Rector was licensed to the parish in November 2020 in a Zoom online
service. The planned-for licensing and induction was not possible due to the
Tier 3 Lockdown. Licensing gave Alex all the necessary legal permission to
minister as Rector but we are still to welcome her officially with a service of
induction. This service is now planned for Monday July 26th at 7.30pm in St
Bridget's Church (Covid permitting) followed by refreshments in St Bridget's
Centre. Attendance will be determined by whatever Covid guidance is in place
but we look forward to welcoming as many people as possible.

NEW WEBSITE
If you would like to read more about the values and
activities of St Bridget’s and Caldy churches take a
look at our new website, stbridgetschurch.org.uk or
caldychurch.org.uk
It is still under construction but reflects the ways in
which we seek to make connections and build
community. Our thanks to Barry Darby for his
continuing work on developing the website

MAXWELL HODGE LIFETIME PLANNING SERVICES
As the vaccine rollout continues and confidence to head out safely returns, let Maxwell
Hodge assist your legal needs when it comes to:
-

-

Wills: to ensure your wishes are met
about who looks after your estate, cares
for any minor children and who is to
benefit on your death including at what
age.
Lasting Powers of Attorney: to enable
your chosen people to legally manage
your Financial Affairs (including paying
bills, handling money or selling your home for you) or make Health &
Welfare decisions, should you ever become mentally or physically
incapacitated.

Our offices allow meetings, including signing and witnessing of documents, to take
place in a safe environment with our friendly and professional team.
Don’t delay. If you require advice or assistance about any of these issues, please contact
Andrea Ashton at Maxwell Hodge who is based at our West Kirby branch – Tel: 0151
625 9154

Caldy Church
Hall

To Book
St Bridget’s Centre

is available for hire at
modest prices

Contact either
The Parish Office
625-2739
or
Martin Harrison
625-8535

Contact: Brian Crabtree 625 8510

www.stbridgetscentre.co.uk

.

To advertise in
this magazine
contact
Syd Ford
342 0141
fordsyd@gmail.com

An interview with Neil Le Feuvre
Headteacher at St. Bridget’s CE Primary School
Where were you born?
I was born in Jersey, Channel Islands
and lived there until I was eighteen. It
was a beautiful place to grow up and
it was a bit of a shock when I moved
to London to train as a teacher.
Sadly, my mother died when I moved
to London. My dad and brother still
live in Jersey. I trained at St. Mary’s
College, Twickenham which is part of
the University of Surrey.

Your family?
My wife is a Deputy Headteacher on
the Wirral and we have three
children.
My eldest, Harry, is at
Wirral Met College, my daughter Lucy
is due to graduate this year as a
Mental Health Nurse and my
youngest, Jonathan, goes to Calday
Grammar. My wife is originally from
the Wirral and we moved back to the
Wirral in 2001 from Clapham,
London.

When did you know you wanted to be in education?
During a conversation with my dad one day, we stumbled upon the idea of me
possibly training as a teacher. Looking back now I wonder whether he just
helped me realise what I was interested in. From a young age I had been a
keen squash player and had ended up playing for the county (Jersey plays as
part of the Dorset county). To pay for my own lessons I had helped to coach
children in small groups on weekends and quite enjoyed it. This was what my
dad had noticed and pointed out.

What do you enjoy most about your role as Headteacher?
The role of the Headteacher is so wide and varied. If I had to choose two
aspects, I would say it is that I enjoy seeing young children learn. It is a
special moment when you witness that moment of learning or realisation from
a child… that ‘penny drop’ moment. Secondly, it is a privilege as a
Headteacher to develop, over time, a team of teachers and staff that make St.
Bridget’s a good place to be each day. It is very satisfying when some of these
staff leave to become Headteachers or gain leadership roles themselves. On

those occasions, I let myself think “I must be doing something right.” This is
often a short-lived moment as there is always something else I need to sort
out.
How long have you been headteacher at St. Bridget’s?
I have been the Headteacher here for nearly twelve years. This is substantially
less than a previous Headteacher called Arthur Moss who served the school
for forty-five years. The school population has now grown to 435 children and
we have over sixty staff.

What is special about St. Bridget’s?
I am often told by visiting teachers and parents that they feel a warmth when
they come into the school. We take learning very seriously, but we also
recognise that this can be done with fun and enjoyment. I think that this is
something that you can see in the relationships with the adults and the
children when you walk around the school.

What are you looking forward to most?
I am looking forward to a time when we can feel safer again within each
other’s presence. The challenge of Covid has curbed our natural human
instinct to gather with friends and colleagues, to greet, shake hands and hug.
Just being able to communicate in normal ways is something to look forward
to.

What has helped you during Covid?
My improved use of technology has helped. Early on in the Pandemic’s first
wave I made the decision to teach my dad how to use Facetime and we have
spoken each day since last March. It is something we still do, although Jersey
only experienced a short lockdown and he is often out and about in a way we
are not used to on the mainland yet.

What would change if you could?
My grandfather was the Vicar of Woodford and he urged me to avoid having
any regrets. I think I try and keep this mindset. If something goes wrong
hopefully I can put it right and make the change as soon as is practicable.

Reduce the plastic used in
your bathroom
Sue Harrison is still selling Ecover refills from her
doorstep and now also has some solid shampoo
bars produced by Friendly Soap Ltd. They cost
£1.85 and last a long time. If you are interested,
please
contact
Sue
on
625
8535
or
email martinandsueharrison@gmail.com

TREVOR KELLY
ANTIQUE CLOCK, BAROMETER
RESTORATION & REPAIR
SPECIALIST
QUALITY ANTIQUES BOUGHT & SOLD
REPAIRED & RESTORED
VALUATION FOR INSURANCE & PROBATE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
76 BANKS ROAD, WEST KIRBY CH48 0RE
TEL: 0151 625 7992
MOBILE: 0783 1852776

GORDON HATTON & CO.
Drainage Consultants
Est 1965
Blocked drains cleared and repaired
CCTV Surveys: Water Jetting
Drain Reports: Root cutting
Septic Tanks: Drain Location
Drain Replacement / Relining/
Biodegradable cleaning/treatment products
Dock Road South, Bromborough,
Wirral, CH62 4SR
0151 336 2287 / 07831207494
drainswirral.com

SIMON BARNES
www.simonbarnescarpets.co.uk
CARPETS & FLOORING

Est 1982

0151 625 8499
SHOWROOM:
15-15a Westbourne Rd
West Kirby CH48 4DG
Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs,
Woods, Laminate,
Karndean
Samples to take home
Mon
9.30 – 5.00
Tue
9.30 – 5.00
Wed
9.30 – 5.00
Thu
9.30 – 5.00
Fri
9.30 – 5.00
Sat
9.30 – 1.00

Mrs Julie Brennan
D. Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HPC Reg.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Now practising at:
Osteopathy and Natural Health Clinic
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby
Tel: 0151-625-1116

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

St Augustine of Canterbury – 26th May
St Augustine of Canterbury (not to be
confused with the famous fourth century
theologian and Bishop of Hippo of the same
name) is an important figure in the
development of Christianity in this country. He
was the prior of St Andrew’s monastery in
Rome when, in 596, Pope Gregory sent him
to refound the Church in England.
Augustine does not seem to have been very
enthusiastic about his mission and wanted to
turn back when in Gaul. He was persuaded
by letters from Gregory to continue, and
landed in Kent in 597, at Ebbsfleet. Today,
although it does have a Bishop, there is
almost nothing at Ebbsfleet except a
memorial recording Augustine’s landing. I
visited it a few years ago (see picture). The coastline has moved, so it is not
very close to the sea any more.
He received a good reception and was taken up by Ethlebert, the King of Kent,
whose wife Bertha had been a Christian before her marriage. Augustine was
consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury, which is why his successors in that
office continue to lead the Church of England.
As he went further inland Augustine encountered representatives of the Celtic
Church, which still survived in parts of Britain, and which differed from Rome on
several points of discipline and practice, as well as the date of Easter.
Augustine’s efforts to reach
agreement with them failed,
however, and it was not until the
Synod of in Whitby in 664 that
England as a whole recognised
the authority of Rome.
Although at the time of
Augustine's death in 604 the
mission barely extended beyond
Kent, his undertaking introduced
a more active missionary style
into the British Isles, and he is
credited with establishing the
Church in England. Not that all churches in England derive from his mission:
our own Church of St Bridget’s was founded by Viking Christians from Ireland.
TB-C

May Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

As restrictions are lifted, our patterns of worship may change. Please
contact us as detailed below for the most up to date information.
Our regular pattern of services on Sundays is shown below.
For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk), A
Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)
Sunday 2nd May

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Sunday 9th May

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Zoom service of Holy Communion

Thursday 13th May
7am
Sunday 16th May

ASCENSION DAY
Holy Communion (St Bridget)

7th SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Holy Communion (Caldy)
10am Service of the Word on Zoom

Sunday 23rd May

PENTECOST
8am Holy Communion (St Bridget)
10am Joint Service of Holy Communion at
St Bridget’s (no service at Caldy today)
10am Zoom – please check the website

Sunday 30th May
8am
10am
10am
10am

TRINITY SUNDAY
Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (St Bridget)
Holy Communion (Caldy)
Zoom – please check the website

Our Storytellers (children and young people’s group) meet at 10am each
Sunday in term time. They gather in St Bridget’s church and then go out
to their own activity in the Centre, coming back to join the service at the
end. Please see the website for more details.

Daily Bible Readings for May
1st

John 1.43-end

3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

Romans 4.13-end
Matthew 6.19-end
1 Corinthians 15.50-end
Mark 12.18-27
Romans 8.1-11
Luke 24.33-end

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd

1 Corinthians 3
1 Corinthians 12.1-13
Matthew 3.13-end
Matthew 9.35-10.20
Matthew 12.22-32
Ephesians 6.10-20

10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

Philippians 2.1-11
Romans 5.1-11
Titus 2.11-3.8
Revelation 5
Matthew 7.15-27
1 Corinthians 2

24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th

Romans 4.13-end
Romans 12.9-end
Romans 4.1-8
Hebrews 11.8-19
John 8.48-end
James 2.14-26

31st

John 3.25-30

FROM THE REGISTERS…
FUNERAL and Burial of Ashes
"Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord."
20th April
Ralph Yardley (Landican)
29th April
Gordon Gould (burial of ashes) – St Bridget’s

Curate’s Letter
Dear Friends,
At this time of the year, we celebrate not only the
Ascension of Jesus, but also at Pentecost the gift of
the Holy Spirit. The term Holy Spirit expresses the
idea that a person's life may be influenced and
animated at its deepest level by the power of God
and it comes as no surprise to find that the idea of
the Spirit not only lies at the heart of scripture, but
has also constituted the very warp and weft of Judaic and Christian spirituality.
In the Old Testament what we call the Holy Spirit is equated to Ruah - the
creative breath of God, expressed in creation and in prophecy. Later, in such
books as Job and Ecclesiates the idea of conscience and discerning good from
evil is added. Unsurprisingly, such books are known as Wisdom literature
The New Testament writers – in common with their Old Testament forebears had considerable trouble finding words to capture the magnitude of the changes
that the Spirit has wrought in the lives of the faithful. St. Luke in the Acts of the
Apostles uses figurative language and talks of wind (Greek pneuma) and fire in
order to capture this once and for all change in the nature of God's dealing with
humanity. St. John, in his gospel, not only continues to stress the creative word,
but also the comfort which the Holy Spirit provides to those who believe. John
uses the Greek word paraclete, which is difficult to translate but means all of
comforter, advocate, councillor, strengthener and helper.
The decisive act of faith through which a person enters into the company of
Jesus' disciples in the new Post-Resurrection age is understood in terms of the
Spirit, though it is clearly stated in scripture that the gift of the Spirit is but the
first instalment of God's plan for all people. There is a tension between living in
the Spirit (i.e. in Christ's kingdom) and having to live in the world. It is only at
the end of time and after death that we can look forward to the full splendour of
the Christ's kingdom. In the New Testament the gift of the Spirit is associated
with manifestations such as prophecy; healing; ecstatic utterance and speaking
in tongues, but on several occasions St. Paul notes that care must be taken,
because there is a narrow line between being inspired by the Spirit and
suffering from destructive self-delusion. Any claim to being inspired by the Holy
Spirit must pass three tests.
a. Does the supposed inspiration accord with the teaching of Christ?
b. Is the claimed inspiration exercised in such a way so as to liberate love
which is unconcerned with self?
c. Spiritual gifts are given for the service to others and not for personal
aggrandisement.
For Christians today there are two dangers with spiritual inspiration. The first is
to resist the legitimate prompting of the Holy Spirit, or simply to ignore it. During
his ministry Jesus was well aware that the conditions of his time precluded a full

explanation of all aspects of God's Kingdom, since such notions would have
been alien to his first century Palestinian hearers:
‘I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, it will guide you into all truth’ (John 16.12). Although the
New Testament does not address a particular ethical issue, political question or
moral concern, this should not be taken to imply that the Christian should not
voice an opinion. He or she is called to speak out on, say, slavery, oppression,
human rights and, prompted by the Spirit, to ask what would Christ's opinion
have been and what action would he have taken? Siding with precedent and
tradition over against inspiration, is a particular problem for churches like those
of the Anglican Communion and Roman Catholicism where such values are
highly esteemed.
The opposite, and possibly more insidious and harmful, danger is of ignoring St.
Paul's three ‘tests’ in churches, such as those with a Pentecostal ethos, where
spiritual inspiration is deemed more important than tradition or even scripture.
Many of these churches have been and are sects which have frequently
degenerated into cults focused around a self-selecting and manipulative leader
often with disastrous consequences. As events have shown such cults
sometimes justify all manner of destructive actions, like those which occurred
some years ago in Waco, Texas with the Branch Davidian sect.
All Christians should ask in prayer for the creative breath, word, power of
discernment, wisdom, comfort and other gifts of the Holy Spirit, but must always
guide against self-delusion by testing any inspiration against the voices of
scripture, tradition and humility.
With best wishes,
David

Study Groups
We now have two study groups that each meet
every two weeks, on a Tuesday or Wednesday
afternoon on zoom. Looking at a Bible passage
and talking about it with others is an excellent
way to encourage our faith. There are many
reasons why faithful believers avoid such
groups, such as: I don’t know enough about the
Bible, I’m not sure I’d have anything to contribute in a discussion, it’s for the
super keen etc. etc. However those who do give it a try usually end up staying
because they realise none of us know the Bible well, there’s absolutely no
embarrassment in saying we haven’t a clue and it’s more than acceptable to
say nothing. All such groups are particularly valuable because they give us yet
another chance to meet with others. Why not contact me if you’re even half
interested in giving a group a try? raysamuels47@btinternet.com
Ray Samuels

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

Start taking advantage of our pharmacy
services! Medicines delivered direct to
your door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
safeguardingwestkirby@gmail.com (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd Alex Williams on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
Attendances at Public Services continue to grow at Caldy as the
lockdown eases and congregations have more confidence. The
vaccinations and the lower spread of the virus give us all more
confidence in attending church with our friends when we are able
to pray together.
Others are continuing to pray via Zoom and it seems that this
method will still continue after the Coronavirus has gone,
especially for those who are infirm and don’t find it easy to get
into our church buildings. At Caldy our Zoom programme is still in
the planning stage but we are getting close to being able to share
our church services with those at home.
In May we will celebrate Pentecost on Sunday 23rd May with a
united service at St Bridget’s Church. We hope we can all be
together for that special service.
Our Rector Alex has recently issued a Parish Consultation
Survey for all members to respond to. Have you had yours? If
not, ‘phone Paula on 625 2739.
Keep well and have faith!
Services at Caldy in May 2021 (all at 10.00am)
Sunday 2nd May
Sunday 9th May
Sunday 16th May
Sunday 23rd May
Sunday 30th May

Revs John
Bowers and David
Chester
Rev Ray Samuels

Holy Communion

Revs David
Chester & John
Bowers
Rev Alex Williams

Holy Communion

Revs John
Bowers & Anne
Samuels

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

United Service at
St Bridget’s

SDF

To advertise
in
this magazine
Contact
Syd Ford
0151 342 0141

R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

