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Not all heroes wear capes!
Our November All Together Worship talked
about how, to be a hero, you do not need
special clothes like Batman or Spiderwoman!
What matters is what you do.
If you attend Church at St. Bridget’s or Caldy
on a Sunday morning you are more than likely
to see the priest taking the service wearing
some ‘special’ clothes, a bit like a cape that a
superhero might wear. These special clothes
are called Eucharistic Vestments, in particular
a stole and a chasuble worn over a white
garment called an alb. These clothes have a very long history in the Church
although they were originally of no special significance: they are just the ordinary
day clothes of a gentleman of the Roman Empire. The alb is a development of
the toga we may remember from school history lessons; the chasuble is the
overcoat worn outdoors known as a casula.
The Christian Church became the official religion of the Roman Empire in the 4th
Century and within a hundred years the Empire was beginning to disintegrate.
As the pagan hordes of northern Europe came and sacked Rome, the distinctive
dress fell out of general use, except in the Church. The Bishops and Priests and
Deacons of the Church carried on wearing these clothes to remind them of their
origins. Jesus was crucified by Roman Soldiers, and the Roman Empire saw the
beginnings of what became a worldwide religion, Christianity, so those days past
were faithfully remembered. Over the centuries the vestments took on a special
significance and this meant that, at the Reformation, many Churches rejected
their use as they wanted to distance themselves from the Catholic Church. This
was the case in the Church of England, although evidence suggests that the
cope, a different version of the chasuble, has been in continuous use at
Westminster Abbey since before the Reformation.
In the 19th Century there was a revival of interest in its catholic origins in the
Church of England. Many Churches were rebuilt and reordered to return the
Church to a form of worship familiar to British people prior to the Reformation. St.
Bridget’s is a good example of a Church rebuilt by a reforming Rector, Thomas
Eaton, to meet the demands of a more ‘catholic’ liturgy. Robed choirs, organs
and regular Holy Communion services became features with which we are all still
very familiar. And, at some point, Eucharistic Vestments will have been reintroduced. Eaton was followed by Canon Blencowe whose great work was the
establishment and building of a new Church to serve the ‘Little Meols’ area of the
parish. Dedicated to St. Andrew, it was from the outset designed to be a place of
continued on page 4

Rector’s Letter: What are you hoping for?
I remember this being a question I was often asked as a child at
Christmas. What was I hoping for? At the risk of becoming
nostalgic, I remember that although I was invited to make
suggestions about what I might like for presents I was never
encouraged to draw up specific lists based on what I found in the
toy catalogue or saw on adverts. Christmas Eve was always hopefilled. I can only imagine how my parents would have reacted to current practice
where ‘hopes’ for Christmas are often delivered in a whatsapp message
containing a direct link enabling the direct purchase of desired items online. More
of a certainty than a hope it would seem!
So, what are you hoping for this Christmas? There are several things I could put
on my list:
I am hoping that my ‘to do’ list may miraculously do itself. I am hoping that the
weather will be kind when we hold a nativity outside. I am hoping that we will be
able to celebrate with our family. I am hoping that our new puppy might have
stopped chewing everything. The list could go on.
But what do we mean by hope, and what is specific about the hope which comes
from faith? Christian hope finds its source in relationship, specifically relationship
with God. This relationship is one in which God promises steadfast love and
faithfulness. If you have been fortunate enough to have experienced a
relationship like this with another person, you will know how life-giving it is, how
it fills you with confidence and hope. Christian hope comes from knowing that
God wants good things for us, will never stop loving us and will never abandon
us, no matter what. When things become rocky God hangs in there with us.
So we have hope, not a fanciful living in the clouds, dreaming of a better life kind
of hope, but a hope that enables us to live a better life now because we know we
are loved and are not alone. And the belief that God wants good things for us,
and all creation calls us to make choices and live in a particular way. We are
called to live in a way which is in step with God’s values of justice, peace,
reconciliation, hospitality, generosity, inclusion, compassion, equity, and love.
Hope is not passive: these values mean we need to be active. Hope is not waiting
around for the winning lottery ticket, or for the flash of lightning across the sky:
it’s not simply ‘we hope things will get better, but we don’t really want to have to
do anything’. Hope is an active and powerful force for good.
So this Christmas I am hoping that each of us might try to be that force for good,
seeking to make a positive difference in our towns and villages, in our
relationships and encounters with one another. I am hoping that we will
experience the love of a God who stoops down to be a part of our lives in all its
messiness. I am hoping that we would each know something of the peace, joy,
and love which is at the heart of the Christmas story. And I am still hoping that
the puppy may have stopped chewing.
With my hope for a very blessed Christmas season, Alex

continued from inside front
‘catholic’ worship and their claim is that Eucharistic vestments have always been
used there. Eucharistic vestments may well have been in use at St. Bridget’s too
for 100 years, if not longer.
The significance of the Eucharistic vestments today is that they ‘de-personalise’
the priest presiding at the Holy Communion. It doesn’t matter which priest takes
the service: once they put on the vestments they are representing Christ to the
people and the people to Christ, just as the High Priests in the Temple at the time
of Jesus represented God to the people and vice versa. The Holy Communion
service remembers however, that one, true, perfect sacrifice which never needs
to be repeated. Christ our King is the eternal High Priest and the minister merely
stands at the Altar as a representative, a middle person, if you like, recalling
God’s act of sacrificial love and ministering that love to their fellow Christians.
So that’s why you may see the priest today wearing these vestments: they are
not superheroes in themselves, but they are representing to us the greatest
superhero of all time, Jesus Christ, who gave his life that we might live the
fullness of life that we have been given.
Richard Williams

ST. BRIDGET’S MOTHERS’ UNION

Our speaker was unable to come on 9th November and we were very grateful to
Rod Tann who came along at very short notice to give us an illustrated talk on
Wirral Matters (Sofia had both her grandparents there). He brought us up to date
on many projects around the Wirral including the Flood Wall for West Kirby prom.
He answered so many questions at the end of his talk that we could have done
with more time.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th December at 2p.m. when we will be
celebrating Christmas. We hope to see you then.
Carole Steel (secretary)

A Book for Advent
One way we can prepare for Christmas during this Advent season
is by reading once again the Christmas story through the eyes of
some of the people involved. In the book Walking Backwards to
Christmas the Archbishop of York seeks to present the story in a
unique backward walk through our rich Christian heritage.
It is based on a painting by Albert Herbert reproduced on the front cover of the
book. The story starts with the presentation of the baby Jesus by Mary to the
people. Then, through the complex web of our Christian history, we are taken
back to the burning bush through which Moses first heard the voice of God.
A picture of great simplicity tells us the story of our Christian heritage as told in
the greatest book of all, the Bible. Already I have started to re-read the book and
I commend it to you.
Brian Dodd

Technical support for Seniors –
Enjoy the benefits of technology without the headaches
Hi, I’m Matt. I have lived in West Kirby for the past 15 years. I work in a technological role at the
University of Liverpool. My wife is a local solicitor and our daughter attends St Bridget’s School.
After helping friends and neighbours with technical issues during the pandemic, I realise that
many older adults are reluctant to make full use of technology. They do not know whom to trust
or are worried about asking what may seem a silly question. As a result they miss out on the
benefits of technology. Do you need help with anything technical?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sorting out computers, tablets and smart phones
Setting up a Screen Reader
Installing a Video Doorbell
Programming a central heating timer
Setting the clocks on domestic appliances
Adapting a TV to view Catch Up and On Demand TV
Giving a jargon free ‘How to’ session and providing ‘How to’ reminder cards.

Charges are based on the time taken and the type of help required. Service is friendly, costs are
reasonable and estimates are quoted in advance. References provided.
Call Matt: 07442 092 509 / 0151 739 0594

Email: matt@mytechfriend.co.uk

Our Working Lives – John and Margaret Smith
John is a Reader, Parish Treasurer and parish lead
on Eco Church. Margaret runs the Fair Trade stall.
What was your paid work?
John: After a degree in Social Anthropology and
two years volunteering in West Africa with
International Voluntary Service (IVS), the major part
of my working life was with Liverpool Social
Services Department. I started as a social worker
and ended as senior manager responsible for the services delivered to older
people. After my first ‘retirement’, I managed the Council for Voluntary Service in
Westbourne Road for six years.
Margaret: I did a five-year Student Apprenticeship with an engineering firm in
Manchester, which included a degree in Mathematics. After graduation I went
into the Computing department at the same firm as a programmer/analyst, and
then moved to the Health Authority in Liverpool as a Systems Designer. After I
had children, I switched career to teaching and taught Computing at the
Belvedere School in Liverpool until I retired.
Family life
We met when John came to Liverpool and joined the local International Voluntary
Service group, which Margaret was chairing at the time. A search for a new
chairperson became a marriage - so far of 47+ years. We have two children and
four grandchildren.
Our Christian faith
We have the great joy of being an interchurch couple. John is Anglican and
Margaret Roman Catholic. We married in the Catholic Cathedral in Liverpool,
and were greatly helped in our earlier years of marriage by our membership of
the Association of Interchurch Families. This helped us work through the issues
of marriage and bringing up children in the two traditions. We have always seen
couples like us as ‘gifts’ to the churches, demonstrating in our relationships that
denominational differences can be surmounted, and perhaps showing a way
forward for relations between churches at all levels.
In the late 1990s we started to engage with the Iona Community, which is an
ecumenical Christian community inspired by the Celtic Christian history of the
Scottish island of Iona. John’s father was an exact contemporary of George
Macleod, who initiated the Iona Community, and shared his experience of the
First World War, becoming a pacifist as a result, and also leaving a potentially
lucrative career to be ordained. A key aspect of the Iona Community for us is
that denominational membership is irrelevant. The emphasis is on putting your
shared faith into action and engaging with the challenges that life brings to us all.
Those aspirations match with our own outlook and interests. It has been a

privilege to be full members of the Community for ten years, and to have been
able to contribute in different ways to its life and work, not least by organising
visits to Iona involving many members of our parish community.
Our shared faith has underpinned everything we have done in our working and
family lives.

ST. BRIDGET’S FLOWER GUILD
As many of you will be aware, things are now less restrictive than
they were as regards activities in church and because of this
development it is, in the New Year, the intention of the Flower
Guild to resume having fresh flowers in church.
We would welcome new members, but if you don’t feel this is your
bag perhaps you might like to make a donation towards fresh flowers in church.
Paula Cobby, our Treasurer, is happy to receive donations which would be
gratefully received in view of the parlous state of our finances!
From the New Year, should you wish to have flowers placed on the memorial
table in memory of a loved one please let Paula Cobby know.

Jen Chester

One parish, two places of worship
At a recent PCC meeting a
proposal was passed to
bring together the finances
of both Churches in the
parish into one bank
account. The PCC, a single
registered charity which
represents both churches, is responsible for all the money which we receive and
all that we spend, and needs to produce unified Annual Accounts for the Charity
Commission and the Diocese. Legally it is recommended that we have one bank
account rather than several separate ones. Our parish treasurer John Smith
works with the PCC in ensuring that our resources are used wisely. For many
years the parish has held separate accounts for each church and this has served
us well. However, both to come into line with good practice and also to reinforce
our identity as one parish, the decision was taken to move to operating one
account. We will still be able to record donations and honour legacies specific to
each church - record keeping is easier now with modern spreadsheets and
online banking - and in terms of looking after our buildings and resourcing the
ministry at both churches there is no change.
We are hugely grateful to everyone who financially supports the work of the
parish. As a result we are able to maintain our buildings, and provide worship
and support to all in the parish. We look forward, with your support, to continue
to be a blessing to the communities we serve.
Alex

TREVOR KELLY
ANTIQUE CLOCK, BAROMETER
RESTORATION & REPAIR
SPECIALIST
QUALITY ANTIQUES BOUGHT & SOLD
REPAIRED & RESTORED
VALUATION FOR INSURANCE & PROBATE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
76 BANKS ROAD, WEST KIRBY CH48 0RE
TEL: 0151 625 7992
MOBILE: 0783 1852776

GORDON HATTON & CO.
Drainage Consultants
Est 1965
Blocked drains cleared and repaired
CCTV Surveys: Water Jetting
Drain Reports: Root cutting
Septic Tanks: Drain Location
Drain Replacement / Relining/
Biodegradable cleaning/treatment products
Dock Road South, Bromborough,
Wirral, CH62 4SR
0151 336 2287 / 07831207494
drainswirral.com

SIMON BARNES
www.simonbarnescarpets.co.uk
CARPETS & FLOORING

Est 1982

0151 625 8499
SHOWROOM:
15-15a Westbourne Rd
West Kirby CH48 4DG
Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs,
Woods, Laminate,
Karndean
Samples to take home
Mon
9.30 – 5.00
Tue
9.30 – 5.00
Wed
9.30 – 5.00
Thu
9.30 – 5.00
Fri
9.30 – 5.00
Sat
9.30 – 1.00

Mrs Julie Brennan
D. Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HPC Reg.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Now practising at:
Osteopathy and Natural Health Clinic
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby
Tel: 0151-625-1116

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

December Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
Caldy church is open daily until dusk
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk), A
Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)
Our Storytellers (children and young people’s group) meet at 10am each
Sunday in term time. They gather in St Bridget’s church and then go out
to their own activity in the Centre, coming back to join the service at the
end. Please see the website for more details.
Wed 1st

Fri 3rd

8.30-11am
9.15am
10am
11.30am
9am
10.15am
2pm
6pm
2pm

Sat 4th

10am

Thurs 2nd

Sunday 5th

6.30pm

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Holy Baptism (Jesse Johnson) – Caldy
Holy Baptism (Emily Victoria Sherlock) –
St Bridget
Evening Prayer

7am
9am
1pm

Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Open Rectory

8am
10am
10am
12 noon
1pm

Mon 6

th

The Link Café – Centre
Assembly in school
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Caldy Baby & Toddler Group and STiCK
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice
Thanksgiving Memorial Service – St Bridget
(Robert Talbot Arthur Smith RIP)
Burial of ashes at Caldy Church
(Ann Trott RIP)

Tue 7th

Fri 10th

10am
10.30-11am
7.30pm
8.30-11am
9.15am
10am
11.30am
9am
10.15am
2pm
6pm
1.30pm

Sat 11th

11am

Wed 8th

Thurs 9th

Sunday 12th
8am
10am
10am
12 noon
6.30pm
Mon 13

th

Tue 14th

Wed 15th

Thurs 16th

Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Assembly in school
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Caldy Baby & Toddler Group and STiCK
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice
Funeral – St Bridget
(David William Ramsey RIP)
Burial of ashes at St Bridget’s
(Thomas Hingely Edge RIP & Muriel Edge RIP)
3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Holy Baptism (Timothy & Oliver Parkins)
– St Bridget
Evening Prayer

7am
Holy Communion – St Bridget
9am
Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
9.15am
EYFS School Christmas service in St Bridget’s
1-3pm
Open Rectory
7.30pm
Enhancement Group meets at the Rectory
9.15am
Y1 School Christmas service in St Bridget’s
10am
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
10.30-11am
Coffee @ Caldy
11am
Avalon School Christmas service in St Bridget’s
2.15pm
Mothers’ Union – Centre
7.30pm
Bell ringing practice
8.30-11am
The Link Café – Centre
10am
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
11.30am
Holy Communion – St Bridget
2pm
Y2 School Christmas service in St Bridget’s
9am
Morning Prayer on Zoom
9.15am
Y5 School Christmas service in St Bridget’s
10.15am
Caldy Toddler Group Christmas celebration

2pm
tbc
6pm
7.30pm
1.15pm

Fri 17th
Sunday 19th

10am
6.30pm

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Nativity All Together Worship – St
Bridget
Carol Service – Caldy
Festival of Carols & Readings – St Bridget

7am
9am
11am
3pm - 7pm
10am
10.30-11am
7.30pm
9.30-11.30am
10am
11.30am
4.30pm

Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Funeral – St Bridget (Patricia Fenwick RIP)
Christmas Open Rectory
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Christingle and Carols at Caldy Church

8am
10am

Mon 20th

Tue 21st
Wed 22nd

Fri 24th
4.30pm
11.30pm
Sat 25

th

8am
10am
10am
th

Sunday 26

10am

Wed 29th

Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Christingle in St Bridget’s
Choir practice
PCC meeting – Centre
Memorial Service – St Bridget
(Glenys Margaret Duckers RIP)

CHRISTMAS EVE
The Road to Bethlehem – outdoor Nativity
and Carols at St Bridget’s. Bring a torch.
MIDNIGHT MASS – St Bridget
CHRISTMAS DAY
Holy Communion (said) – St Bridget
Christmas Communion and Carols –
St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
ST STEPHEN
Parish Communion
said service at St Bridget’s
(NO SERVICE AT CALDY TODAY)

9.30-11.30am The Link Café – Centre
11am
Burial of ashes at Caldy Church
(Hany Roshdy Kalil RIP)

Curate's Letter
Dear Friends,
In Advent we look forward to the birth of Christ and
so important is it to St Luke that he devotes two whole chapters to
describing, not only the birth of Jesus and its aftermath, but also
the events which lead up to it. St Matthew's account is only a little
shorter. In the Old Testament there are many images of God. One
strong image is of an almighty power creating the Earth, punishing
Israel, imposing suffering on her enemies. Another image is one
in which God is reflected in human personality - 'people are made
in the image of God' – whereas a third image, which is alluded to but never fully
developed, is the notion of the suffering servant. For instance, the idea of the 'man
of Sorrows who is acquainted with grief' and 'comfort you my people' are themes
within the writings of Isaiah of Babylon, who penned Isaiah 44-55 including the socalled Servant Songs.
Whereas the image of God the Almighty is a necessary one, it can erroneously be
taken too far, so that the quality of God’s love may appear in some interpretations
of the Old Testament less loving than human love. Look, some Christians argue, at
the terrible punishments apparently meted out upon Israel's enemies. The danger
of this somewhat distorted Old Testament image is that it often appears that God is
less loving than we are ourselves. In contrast what the writers of the New Testament
are trying to express is that Christ represents a re-interpretation of what God is like
by showing both his humanity and vulnerability.
What we see in the New Testament, indeed it is its focus, is not the almighty God
but a development of Isaiah's theme of a God who is capable of suffering for
humanity. It is not the all powerful God, but the God of vulnerability which is
developed by the Gospel writers. The incarnation which we look forward to in
Advent, does not involve the birth of a powerful earthly ruler, this being Herod's
mistake, but of God who loves us all so profoundly that he was prepared to become
a person just like you and me, except for our sinfulness. Jesus is both fully God and
fully human, and loves us so much that he is prepared as he did on the Cross to
suffer for us, to know what its like to be tempted and to live in this world, yet at the
same time to show love even to those who hated him and put him to death. For
instance, Jesus teaches: 'Father forgive them for they know not what they do' and
'how often should I forgive my neighbour? Not seven times, but seventy times
seven.'
In Advent love is the word we should meditate upon. What it means and what the
writers of the New Testament are at times struggling to express, is that in Christ God
was prepared to show his love so profoundly for us that when he became fully
human he willingly emptied himself of his power, so as to identify more fully with
human conditions of suffering, rejection, humiliation, sickness, death and
hopelessness. According to the German theologian and Nazi victim, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, God was prepared to work with 'the weight of the wicked, the weak, the
broken and the dead.'

Advent means a welcome to the God of love. Welcome to the God who loves us so
much that he is willing to suffer and to die for us so as to fully share the human lot
of suffering. Welcome to the God who loves us so much that he is able to transform
- through the resurrection - any situation from bad to good and from darkness into
light.
This is the incarnational faith and this is what we should pray for in welcoming Christ
during the coming weeks as we try to model our lives on his example. This is the
challenge of Advent and Christmas: it is the start of our Christian New Year and
marks a profound contrast between the darkness and cold of the season and the
light of his presence, between death and life in all its fullness.
With the season’s greetings,
David

COP – CLIMATE – CHURCH
COP26 may be over after two weeks of talking
but now comes the time for action. There have
been many fine sounding words, hopes and resolutions. COP has been talking
for the past twenty-six years but nothing will happen until those words are
transformed into actions.
Will Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson abandon their plans to take wealthy
thrill-seeking people on an eleven minute travel into space? Perhaps not. But
Prince William made his feelings clear saying ‘We should be focussing on planet
earth and stop wasting huge resources, time, and effort on leisure trips into
space.’ Our thoughts should turn to earth, our only space ship, and see the
damage we are doing to God’s remarkable creation.
Climate change does not affect all people, nations or creation equally. Justice for
all people lies at the heart of all our discussions and actions on the halting of
global warming. The bible stories all paint a picture of God’s concern for the poor,
the marginalised, the stranger and the refugee. Stories tell of the hungry being
fed and the sick healed. Today all these people are our neighbours. Today the
whole of God’s wonderful creation is at risk. Insects, birds and animals are all at
risk; many in decline and some at the point of extinction. These are all our
neighbours and we are called to love God and love our neighbours. Any change
in the balance of God’s creation affects us all.
Small changes made by each of us can make a difference when added together.
We can come together in our church to make a difference and lead others to
follow. St Bridget’s has achieved the silver eco-church award; Caldy the bronze.
We are now moving on to seek the top award of gold and that requires us all to
make adjustments to our life styles: use less energy, cut down on waste, recycle
all we can, reduce the use of plastics in packaging and cosmetics, shop local and
eat in season. Let us all be good neighbours to all creation. Love and care for all
God’s wonderful world. Remember it is our only space ship!
Brian Dodd

FROM the REGISTERS …..
HOLY BAPTISM
"May he grow in the faith in which he has been baptised"
14th November
Brodie Vance (St Bridget)

FUNERALS and Interment of Ashes
"Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord."
4th November
Ann Trott (Blacon & St Bridget)
17th November
Dianne Patricia Shepherd (Caldy & Landican)
24th November
Averill Yeats (interment of ashes) (St Bridget)

Daily Bible Readings for December

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Matthew 24.1-14
John 3.16-21
Luke 13.22-30
Romans 15.30-16.7, 25-end

6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

Philippians 4.4-9
Matthew 24.15-28
Romans 13.8-end
Mark 11.1-11
Luke 21.25-36
Revelation 22.1-7

13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th

Matthew 3.1-12
1 Corinthians 1.1-9
Matthew 24.29-35
1 Thessalonians 3.6-13
1 Corinthians 2.1-13
Acts 7.20-36

20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Revelation 3.7-13
Revelation 22.10-21
Acts 4.1-12
Matthew 1.18-23
1 John 4.7-16
Philippians 2.5-11

27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

1 John 5.1-12
Mark 10.13-16
Luke 2.1-7
John 8.12-20
Revelation 21.1-8

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

Start taking advantage of our
pharmacy services!
Medicines delivered direct to your
door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
safeguardingwestkirby@gmail.com (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd Alex Williams on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
The usual pattern of services will continue in early December i.e. Sunday and
Tuesday at 10.00am.
There will be the following special services for the Christmas season in
December and January:
Sun 19th Dec

10am

Wed 22nd Dec

4.30pm

Fri 24th Dec
Sat 25th Dec
Christmas Day

11.30pm

Sun 26th Dec

10.00am

10am

Traditional Nine Lessons and Carols
CHRISTINGLE in aid of The Children’s Society
You may dress as a nativity character if you
wish!
First Communion of Christmas at St Bridget’s
Service of Holy Communion for all the family
No service at Caldy:
United service at St Bridget’s

Sun Jan 2nd
10.00am United Service of Holy Communion at Caldy
2022
We do hope you may be able to join us at these services and we wish you a
joyous and peaceful Christmas.
SDF

Caldy Leaflet Drop
The Community Connectors for Caldy, West Kirby, Hoylake and Meols were out
this week doing a leaflet drop on behalf of Caldy Church delivering to almost 600
homes in the area. Community Connectors link people to sources of support to
enable them to achieve a personal goal or overcome a challenge. For more
information phone 0151 644 4516 or visit www.involvenorthwest.org.uk/what-wedo/connect-us/connect-us.

Thank You, Syd
Do you remember the slogan when British Gas
was privatised? It was “Tell Sid”. For the last I
don’t know how many years it has been the
Caldy Church slogan, “Tell Syd”, and invariably
it would get done, the heating adjusted, light
bulbs replaced, Communion wine and candles
ordered, toilets and bands arranged for the
Caldy picnic, rotas for readers and intercessors,
the buildings beautifully cared for, to name but a few. And all done with such
cheerfulness and good grace. The wheels have run so smoothly with Syd as
warden. Whilst Syd continues to be very involved in the life and ministry of Caldy
Church he has ceased to be deputy warden. We have been very blessed for all
that he has done in this role for over 30 years. We thank him and we thank God
for him.
Joy Alcock and Alex Williams

To advertise
in
this magazine
Contact
Syd Ford
0151 342 0141
St Bridget’s Centre
St. Bridget’s Lane West Kirby

“The Link” Café
Weds from 1st September
8.30 - 11am

R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

