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Saint Luke: 18th October
Saint Luke is said to be the author of the
third Gospel and the Acts of the
Apostles. Together these make up more
than a quarter of the New Testament.
His Gospel is written in good idiomatic
Greek, and is insistent on the message
that Christ’s salvation is for all people,
and it is often thought that he was
writing primarily for a gentile audience.
Luke was himself probably a gentile, a
Greek from Antioch.
There are a number of passages found
only in Luke which stress the kindness
and understanding of God: the parable
of the Prodigal Son is only found in his
Gospel, as is the promise to the good
thief on the cross. Women are also more
prominent in Luke that the other Gospels, and it to Luke that we owe the
Magnificat, with its powerful message of inclusion, and the Song of Simeon, the
much loved Nunc Dimittis.
Luke is generally thought to have been a physician by training and he is the
patron saint of doctors and surgeons. His name is often associated with medical
institutions. He was a companion of St Paul on his second and third missionary
journeys, and went with Paul to Rome. In Acts 16:11 the pronouns change from
they to we when Luke joins Paul’s party. He is mentioned in several of Paul’s
epistles, including Colossians, where Paul refers to him as a physician. Some
also associate Luke with the unnamed disciple encountered by the risen Jesus
on the road to Emmaus.
From about the 8th Century, Christian tradition
has held that Luke was the first icon painter. In
particular he is said to have painted the Virgin
Mary, and several images, including one in
Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome, were ascribed
to him. Luke painting Mary is a popular subject
for artists: the one shown here is from 1450
and by Rogier van der Weyden.
St Luke is also a common dedication for
Churches of all denominations. On the Wirral
we have a Methodist St Luke’s in Hoylake and
a Catholic St Luke’s in Lower Bebington. The
Anglicans are represented by St Paul with St
Luke in Tranmere.
TB-C

Rector’s Letter: Everyone Welcome
I can still just about remember my first day at Black Horse
Hill Primary School. In particular I remember my worry as
a 4½ year old that I wouldn’t have a friend, that I would be
left out and lonely. Thankfully that was not my experience,
and I quickly had a sense of belonging. This means that
even now when I go past the school I think, or even say out
loud, ‘that’s my school’. But if I’m honest I can recall that this happy outcome was
mainly due to the efforts of other children and I simply waited for it to happen.
There are many occasions when we need to establish new relationships and
friendships - the first days at secondary school, the first time at a toddler group
and then on the school playground as a parent, joining a new group, going
through the door for the first time. I hope that I have increasingly taken more
responsibility for initiating those relationships, but there have always been others
who have helped, others who have noticed and responded, others who have
welcomed me and helped me feel that I might belong.
On many of our church notices, we include the phrase ‘everyone welcome’, I find
myself wondering: how many people think that means them? How many people
feel able to respond? And how many people really feel welcomed when they
arrive or more importantly have the smallest sense of belonging when they
leave?
As a parish we are proud to be part of Inclusive Church, (you can read more
about that on our parish website or in our August magazine). Being inclusive is
far more than an intention. It requires action and it begins with challenging
ourselves about what inclusion really looks and feels like. How good are we at
looking at what we do and asking ourselves how welcome those who see and
experience things differently from us feel? What are we prepared to sacrifice for
the benefit of others? How welcoming are we of everyone and what do we do
which makes people feel included and have a sense of belonging? This applies
to us as individuals, communities, and organisations. How well are we actively
including those who so often feel excluded?
Understanding what makes us feel welcome or have a sense of belonging can
help us begin to answer those questions. Perhaps we might start by completing
these sentences for ourselves:
I feel welcome when …
I feel I belong when …
As our churches open up more and more and as we try some new social
initiatives or restart old ones, we hope you might find something you enjoy, that
you receive a very warm welcome or maybe feel able to join us in welcoming
others.
Alex

ST. BRIDGET’S MOTHERS’ UNION
We held our first meeting since January 2020 on Tuesday
September 14th. It was lovely to have 12 members who came
and enjoyed a chat with tea and cake. We also had a Merseyside
quiz to keep us entertained.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 12th October at 2.15 p.m. in the
Beacon Room when Alex will be coming to speak to us. Visitors are always
welcome at our meetings. Do come along: we would love to meet you.
Carole Steel, Secretary

A Warm Welcome to Gaynor Kidd
We are pleased to welcome Gaynor Kidd who is on placement with us until
Christmas as she explores her vocation within the Church of England. Gaynor is
a member of the congregation at St Mary’s Upton. Please say hello and help her
feel at home!

GLOBAL IMAGES OF CHRIST EXHIBITION
A landmark exhibition of
over forty enlightening
works of art, sculpture
and images from artists
such as Mark Cazalet,
Peter Eugene Ball and
Lorna May Wadsworth
which challenge our
perceptions as to how
Jesus Christ and other people of faith are depicted by people of different ethnicity,
race and colour.
The exhibition opens at Chester Cathedral on 25th September and runs every
day until the end of October. Entrance is free, donations welcome.

HARVEST FOODBANK
COLLECTION
Thank you to all who brought donations
for the Foodbank to our Harvest Festival
services last week. At the Foodbank
weigh in we scored 115.4kg. A record ….
They were rather impressed at Bidston!

Technical support for Seniors –
Enjoy the benefits of technology without the headaches
Hi, I’m Matt. I have lived in West Kirby for the past 15 years. I work in a technological role at
the University of Liverpool. My wife is a local solicitor and our daughter attends St Bridget’s
School.
After helping friends and neighbours with technical issues during the pandemic, I realise that
many older adults are reluctant to make full use of technology. They do not know whom to
trust or are worried about asking what may seem a silly question. As a result they miss out
on the benefits of technology. Do you need help with anything technical?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sorting out computers, tablets and smart phones
Setting up a Screen Reader
Installing a Video Doorbell
Programming a central heating timer
Setting the clocks on domestic appliances
Adapting a TV to view Catch Up and On Demand TV
Giving a jargon free ‘How to’ session and providing ‘How to’ reminder cards.

Charges are based on the time taken and the type of help required. Service is friendly, costs
are reasonable and estimates are quoted in advance. References provided.
Call Matt: 07442 092 509 / 0151 739 0594

Email: matt@mytechfriend.co.uk

So why should you make a Lasting Power of Attorney?
•
•
•
•

You can choose who you trust to appoint rather than your family or a
local authority deciding for you.
If you lose capacity and don’t have a Lasting Power of Attorney, the
process for appointing somebody to act on your behalf is much more
complicated, time-consuming and expensive.
It provides peace of mind for you and gives your Attorneys the legal
power to manage your financial affairs so that your bank accounts,
bills and house will be taken care of for you.
Your Attorneys will also be able to communicate legally on your
behalf about your choice of care home if required, your food and
nutrition decisions, and major operations, cancer treatment and lifesustaining treatment.

Don’t leave it until it’s too late. Contact Andrea Ashton at our West Kirby branch
on Tel: 0151 625 9154

Curate’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Especially in urban areas and up until the late
1960s harvest festival services seemed to have
little relevance for many clergy and members of
congregations, few of whom had anything to do
with agriculture, food production or what we
would now term conservation. Over the past fifty
years people have become increasingly aware
of the damage human action may cause to the
Earth. Everyday we hear and read of the effects
of possible human-induced global warming and
pollution threats; people are even worried about the food they eat and are
concerned about the fate of animals not only on intensive farms, but also in the
laboratory. The Christian is faced with a twofold dilemma. What position to take
on these issues; and being aware that many Green commentators put much of
the blame for environmental problems at the door of our Judaeo/Christian
heritage.
In 1967 a much quoted article was published in the journal Science in which an
American historian, Lynn White Jr., put forward an argument, which was further
developed by later writers, that Judaism and later Christianity are the most
human-centred (or anthropocentric) religions the world has ever seen and that it
is a God given right, indeed a duty, to procreate without limit and to subdue the
earth without regard to other species or its long-term future. He argued that
throughout history Christianity and Judaism, although both having their origins
in rural Palestine, have become increasingly divorced from nature. In the case
of Judaism and following the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in AD 70, the
Jews were dispersed in a process known as the diaspora and in many, but by
no means all, parts of the world became an 'urban' religion. The Christian
church became the state religion of the Roman Empire, imbibing its prevailing
philosophy. Known as neo-Platonism, this emphasised the importance of
human reason and played down the importance of the rest of the created order.
In Christian societies there was persistent dualism between human wants and
desires on the one hand, and the needs of the Earth and other creatures, on
the other.
The result of this history has been that during the past half century Christianity
has been poorly equipped to advance opinions on the environment, because
many Green writers see the Judaeo/Christian tradition as part of the problem
and not part of its solution. It is against this background that some of the most
prominent contemporary Christian theologians have attempted to recover what
they see as a 'golden thread' of Christian and Judaic concern not only with
Earth, but also with 'all who dwell therein'; that is both human and non-human
life forms.

It is now emphasised that the thrust of both the Old and New Testaments gives
little support to the idea that humans have the right to exploit the earth without
concern. Indeed, a prominent theme of the Genesis is human stewardship of
the Earth. Many passages in the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy are concerned with good farming practices, and in passage after
passage God's lordship over and concern with the Earth is affirmed. Jesus was
a countryman and many of his parables are drawn from rural life: the sower, the
mustard seed, the wicked husbandman, to name but a few. Also and against
the predominant tradition in the centuries that followed Christ's death, some
Christian writers continued to stress God's concern for the whole earth: St.
Benedict of Nursia being associated with constructive stewardship and land
'improvement' and St Francis of Assisi with the intrinsic value of the nonhuman.
Today the majority of Christians probably acknowledge some concern for
environmental matters so that when confronted with, say, the issue of global
warming they ask where our individual and collective responsibility lies in trying
to preserve God's good earth. Nonetheless, we should resist the New Age
notion that the earth is in some way holy in its own right, since this is similar to
worship of Baal and other animist gods that was practised in Canaan and which
the Old Testament prophets castigated over and over again. The
Judaeo/Christian view is that both the human and non-human are equally part
of God’s created order and for the Christian any environmental debate has to
start from this premise.
With best wishes,
David

GOING FOR GOLD
We are part of Eco Church and are
keen that the whole parish
achieves the Gold Award in the next
couple of years. If we can do this,
we will be among a very small
number of parishes which have
achieved this nationally. In most
aspects of the criteria we are
already at gold level but our
weakest area is personal lifestyles.
We are asking all church members to reduce their energy consumption (less
travel, LED lights at home, switching off lights and stand-by functions, and
buying through renewable energy providers). Also to limit waste through
reducing purchases, re-using as far as possible and recycling as much as we
can.
Thank you for helping us to help the planet!
John Smith

TREVOR KELLY
ANTIQUE CLOCK, BAROMETER
RESTORATION & REPAIR
SPECIALIST
QUALITY ANTIQUES BOUGHT & SOLD
REPAIRED & RESTORED
VALUATION FOR INSURANCE & PROBATE
COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
76 BANKS ROAD, WEST KIRBY CH48 0RE
TEL: 0151 625 7992
MOBILE: 0783 1852776

GORDON HATTON & CO.
Drainage Consultants
Est 1965
Blocked drains cleared and repaired
CCTV Surveys: Water Jetting
Drain Reports: Root cutting
Septic Tanks: Drain Location
Drain Replacement / Relining/
Biodegradable cleaning/treatment products
Dock Road South, Bromborough,
Wirral, CH62 4SR
0151 336 2287 / 07831207494
drainswirral.com

SIMON BARNES
www.simonbarnescarpets.co.uk
CARPETS & FLOORING

Est 1982

0151 625 8499
SHOWROOM:
15-15a Westbourne Rd
West Kirby CH48 4DG
Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs,
Woods, Laminate,
Karndean
Samples to take home
Mon
9.30 – 5.00
Tue
9.30 – 5.00
Wed
9.30 – 5.00
Thu
9.30 – 5.00
Fri
9.30 – 5.00
Sat
9.30 – 1.00

Mrs Julie Brennan
D. Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HPC Reg.

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Now practising at:
Osteopathy and Natural Health Clinic
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby
Tel: 0151-625-1116

Landscape
&
Gardening
Service
ALL GARDEN WORK
CONSIDERED
Phone Steve 625 6090

October Diary
St Bridget’s Church is open for private prayer
2.30pm – 3.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays
Caldy church is open daily until 5pm
The Parish Office in St Bridget’s Centre is attended
Monday to Friday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm
The Rector’s day off is a Friday

For additional information about our activities, including weekday
services, please consult the website (www.stbridgetschurch.org.uk), A
Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12707/)
or the weekly newsletter, or phone the office (0151 625 2739)
Our Storytellers (children and young people’s group) meet at 10am each
Sunday in term time. They gather in St Bridget’s church and then go out
to their own activity in the Centre, coming back to join the service at the
end. Please see the website for more details.
Sat 2nd 10am – 4pm and Sun 3rd 1pm – 4pm
Wirral Festival of Firsts Art Trail St Bridget’s and Caldy churches are open
hosting the work of local artists and artwork by children at school
Sunday 3rd
8am
10am
10am
12 noon
6.30pm
Mon 4th
Tue 5th
Wed 6th

9am
1-3pm
10am
10.30-11am
7.30pm
8.30-11am
10am
11.30am
1.20pm

18th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Holy Baptism (Sophie Isla Allen)
Evening Prayer – St Bridget
Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Open Rectory
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Private funeral at Blacon Crematorium
(Robert Talbot Arthur Smith RIP)

Thurs 7th

Fri 8th

9am
10.15am
12 noon
2pm
6pm
7.30pm
12 noon

Sat 9th

3.15pm

Sunday 10th
8am
10am
10am
6.30pm

Mon 11th
Tue 12th

Wed 13th
Thurs 14th

Fri 15th

9am
1-3pm
10am
10.30-11am
2.15pm
7.30pm
8.30-11am
10am
11.30am
9am
10.15am
2pm
6pm
7.30pm
10.30am

Sunday 17th
8am
10am
10am
12 noon

Morning Prayer on Zoom
Caldy Baby & Toddler Group and STiCK
Clergy Deanery Chapter meeting
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice
St Bridget’s Committee – Beacon Room
Memorial Service – Caldy Church
(Jean Wainwright RIP)
Burial of ashes at Caldy Church
(Jean Wainwright RIP)
19th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
INCLUSIVE CHURCH SUNDAY
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Churches Together West Kirby
service at St Michael’s Newton – preacher
The Revd Alex Williams
Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Open Rectory
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
Mothers’ Union – Centre
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Caldy Baby & Toddler Group and STiCK
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice
Caldy Committee – Caldy Hall
Burial of ashes at Caldy Church
(David William Titley RIP)
20th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
St LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Holy Communion – St Bridget
All Together Worship – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Holy Baptism (Alfred Henry Allsop)

Mon 18th
Tue 19th

Wed 20th
Thurs 21st

6.30pm

Evening Prayer on Zoom

9am
1-3pm
10am
10.30-11am
2pm
7pm
7.30pm
8.30-11am
10am
11.30am
9am
10.15am
2pm
6pm

Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Open Rectory
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
School Y6 Harvest Festival – St Bridget
St Bridget’s Educational Trustees meet
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Caldy Baby & Toddler Group and STiCK
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice

8am
10am
10am
6.30pm

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Holy Communion – Caldy
Evening Prayer

9am
10am
10.30-11am
7.30pm
8.30-11am
10am
11.30am
9am
2pm
6pm

Morning Prayer livestreamed on Facebook
Holy Communion – Caldy Church
Coffee @ Caldy
Bell ringing practice
The Link Café – Centre
Knit & Natter Group – Centre
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Tea and Chat in Caldy Hall
Choir practice

Sunday 24th

Mon 25th
Tue 26th
Wed 27th
Thurs 28th

Sunday 31st
8am
10am
10am

6.30pm

ALL SAINTS DAY
Holy Communion – St Bridget
Morning Prayer Service of the Word at
St Bridget’s
Patronal festival Holy Communion and
special service of welcome for our Rector –
Caldy Church
Evening Prayer

Daily Bible Readings for October
1st
2nd

Mark 12.28-34
Revelation 12.7-12

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

Hebrews 7.26-8.6
2 Corinthians 12.1-10
James 2.14-26
John 16.25-33
Luke 23.44-56
John 20.19-end

18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd

Colossians 4.7-end
Luke 10.38-42
Luke 5.1-11
1 Thessalonians 4.1-12
Matthew 27.45-56
Acts 2.22-33

11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th

1 Timothy 3.14-4.8
Galatians 6.1-10
2 Corinthians 1.1-11
1 Corinthians 11.17-end
Mark 15.33-47
John 21.15-end

25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Luke 1.5-25
Luke 1.57-80
Mark 1.1-11
Jude 1-4, 17-end
Matthew 14.1-12
Acts 19.1-10

FROM THE REGISTERS
HOLY BAPTISM
"May they grow in the faith in which they have been baptised"
5th September

Jessie Founds Johnson (St Bridget)

26th September

Sofia Mary Jane Stitcher (St Bridget)

HOLY MATRIMONY
"May they grow together in love and peace"
4th September

David Morgan & Stephanie Noble (St Bridget)

FUNERALS
"Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord."
2nd September

Britta Kristina Mawdsley (Caldy and Blacon)

23rd September

Martin Middleton (Landican and St Bridget

TEA AND CHAT AT CALDY VILLAGE HALL
EVERY THURSDAY FROM 2PM
Come along and bring a friend,
enjoy a cuppa and a chat.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

CALDY BABY AND TODDLER GROUP
Every Tuesday during term
time10-15 -11am
CALDY VILLAGE HALL
Followed by STICK - a short
and simple story and activity
time

ALL WELCOME !
Caldy Church is now
open daily –
why not take time to
visit and to pause,
ponder and pray

A.D. MELLING F.A.D.O. M.F.D.O.
Ophthalmic Opticians
formerly John Prebble Opticians
DIGITAL RETINA SCREENING
REGULAR REPLACEMENT CONTACT LENSES FROM £6.95 PER MONTH

FRIENDLY EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
9, THE CRESCENT, WEST KIRBY • 0151 625 3743

E.F.MACKIE
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. OVER 100 YEARS
0151 639 5347
NEW MEMORIALS IN GRANITE,
109 Rake Lane
MARBLE, SLATE AND YORKSHIRE STONE
WALLASEY CH45 5DE
Custom made to your specifications or carefully designed
for you by our craftsmen
0151 652 6789 (SHOWROOM)
Cremation Memorials, Plaques & Vases
581 BOROUGH ROAD
Renovations, repairs and cleaning work
BIRKENHEAD
Additional inscriptions
(Opp. KINGSLAND)
Visit our showroom for quality memorials at very competitive prices
Please ring for a free brochure and estimate

steveatkinsontravel@talktalk.net
airport transfers,
long distance travel,
cruise terminals,
wedding transport,
transport for differently abled
clients
0151 625 8709
or mobile 07887 886818

Start taking advantage of our
pharmacy services!
Medicines delivered direct to your
door and much more...
Call us on 0151 625 2544
40 Grange Road, West Kirby, CH48 4EF
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday: Closed

St Bridget's, West Kirby and Caldy Church take the safety of everyone within our churches
very seriously, and expects that everyone will work within the safeguarding policy of the Parish, a
copy of which can be found on our noticeboards. In particular, the Parish expects anyone who
becomes aware of a safeguarding risk with children or vulnerable adults, or an actual abuse, to raise
this immediately with the person(s) with responsibility for safeguarding within the Parish. The
Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish is Bethan Halpenny, who can be contacted on
safeguardingwestkirby@gmail.com (07837755214) Alternatively, contact: Pauline Butterfield (the
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer) on 01928-718834 Ext 221 pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
or Rev'd Alex Williams on 0151 625 1052.

Caldy Jottings
Services are now back to normal (well almost!) and we are delighted
that numbers of our congregation are also almost back to normal.
We are most grateful to those who have ministered to us through all
the difficulties which Covid has brought to us.
On the 31st October, we will be celebrating the 114th anniversary of the
consecration in 1907 of our church – at the usual time - when our “new”
Rector will be helping to celebrate. Do join us!
We are looking forward to Christmas(!) and are planning to distribute
Samaritans Purse Christmas Shoe Boxes as we have for some years
now. These are sent to children all over the world who might otherwise
receive no gifts at Christmas. Leaflets and printed shoeboxes are
available now at church. They need to be back with us by November
15th for onward transmission in time for Christmas.
Traditionally at this time of year as we think of those less fortunate than
ourselves we plan to make our donations to the various charities who
assist all in need. Please pray for those who make the decisions, and
for the charity workers too who serve the poor or needy.

Services at Caldy in October (all at 10.00am)
Sunday
3rd October
Sunday
10th October
Sunday
17th October
Sunday
24th October
Sunday
31st October

Rev Ray Samuels

Holy Communion

Rev John Bowers

Holy Communion

Rev David Chester

Holy Communion

Rev David Chester

Holy Communion

Rev Alex Williams

Holy Communion
Patronal Festival
All Saints

Holy Communion is said each Tuesday at 10.00am
Tea and Coffee are served in the church hall after each service.
SDF

To advertise
in
this magazine
Contact
Syd Ford
0151 342 0141
St Bridget’s Centre
St. Bridget’s Lane West Kirby

“The Link” Café
Weds from 1st September
8.30 - 11am

R. HINTON & SON
97 BANKS ROAD – 625 5605
Family Butchers specialising in Fresh
Meat and Poultry
full fitting service
APPLIANCE SALES & REPAIRS
Tel: 0151 625 6484
8-10 Acacia Grove, West Kirby
www.ezardslighting.co.uk

Licensed to sell Game/Venison/
Pheasant/Wild Duck (seasonal)
FREE DAILY DELIVERIES TO LOCAL
AREAS

